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PREFACE 


Tre present work is a documentary account of the 
formation, composition, workings and dissolution of the landed 
militia class during the early years of British rule in Orissa. 
This peasant militia, popularly known as the Paiks, were 
organised and designated as the Paik Company during the 
Khurda Movement that began in March 1817.In December 1822 
the Orissa Paik Company was carved out of the Cuttack 
Legion just before the latter's dissolution. The men of the 
Paik Company were effectively trained, disciplined under 
the command of the European Officer, framed from time to 
time in the rules and regulations of the British and were placed 
in efficient footing with promotion to the higher ranks. Although 
the Orissa Paik Company undertook heavy and strenuous 
journey during their lifetime, their services could not be popular. 
Genuine grievances of the men of the Paik Company were not 
redressed. On the other hand, the disaffected Paiks were 
warned and threatened of dismissal from service. Many of them 
were disarmed and discharged. 


After the great Indian revolt of 1857, the British authorities 
felt that the ‘Paiks would no more come to the expected ne- 
cessity. At last, in March 1859 the Orissa Paik Company was 
dismantled. It was redesignated as the Police Battalion and 
converted into the 8th Bengal Police Battalion. H.K. Mahtab 
deplored that had the East India Company recruited men from 
the class of Paiks into the Army,the Paiks would have rendered 
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a brilliant account of themselves and the military tradition of 
Orissa would not have disappeared so completely. 


Although a good many works on Paik rebellion and a few 
relating to Paiks have so far been done by historians like R.D. 
Banerji, H.K. Mahtab, Prof. B.C. Ray, Prof. N.K. Sahu, Prof. 
Prabhat Mukherji, Prof. K.M. Patra and Dr. P.K. Patnaik, none 
of them have devoted atleast one paragraph to this important 
but interesting episode of Orissan history. In my book ‘Political 
Unrest in Orissa in the 19th Century’ although the Khurda 
Movement have been dealt with, this interesting-episode has 
been left out purposefully to be brought out separately in the form of 
a monograph. 


This monograph through its narrative documents reminds 
us of our martial heritage as well as vanishing glory of the 
‘national! militia class’ in the first haif of the 19th Century in 
Orissa. Herein, the superficial estimation of the British on the 
Oriyas that it was not a martial race, has been disproved. 


The subject - matter is based chiefly on archival records 
hitherto unexplored, as available in the Orissa State Archives, 
Bhubaneswar. The author is really indebted to the authorities 
as well as the personnel of the Archives. Besides, | express 
my deep sense of gratitude to my revered teacher Prof. M.N. 
Das for his kind appreciation of this endeavour. And also my 
sincere thanks are due to all the well wishers, especially to 
Jatindra Nayak, Reader in English, Utkal University, 
Bhubaneswar and to my wife Dr. (Mrs.) Satyabhama Pati. 


Lastly, | am thankful to the S.S. Printers and Publishers, 
Bhubaneswar, for their help and cooperation in bringing out 
this book. 


Bhubaneswar 
November 1996 CPRASANNA KUMAR MISHRA) 


il 
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PROLOGUE 


The British had alleged that like the Bengalis, the Oriyas 
were not a martial race. But they were wrong as, soon after 
their occupation of Orissa in 1803, the British faced troubles 
from the Oriyas, especially the Paiks who were not only the 
hereditary landed militia but an important class of the population 
in Orissa. The Paik system was a very old institution in Orissa. 
They were a class of army numbering from 1,50,000 to 3,00,000 
foot soldiers. Their immediate chiefs were called Dalai, 
Dalbehera or Bisoi, a rank similar to that of a Subadar in the 
British Native Corps. The Paiks or the "national militia class" 
were entirely under the orders and control of their chiefs and 
even were removed at their pleasure. They were liable to be 
called upon at all times to fight for their overlords. Sometimes, 
they were employed to protect the villages and furnished 
escorts to attend on the chiefs. 


The Paiks or otherwise known as the peasant milita class, 
resisted the British during and after the occupation of Orissa. 
Though their resistance to the alien rule was suppressed, the 
British authorities could foresee further troubles from this 
militia class alone. The early misrule, maladministration, 
defective revenue and judicial system and fiscal policy created 
disaffection among the Oriyas, especially the Paiks of Khurda. 
As a result, there began a historic Paik rebellion on 29 March 
1817 in Orissa in general and Khurda in particular. This rebellion 
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of the landed militia class posed a severe threat to the early 
existence of the British in Orissa. 


Al! possible measures were adopted not only to quell the 
rebellion, but also to bring the Paiks, the main participants of 
the insurrection, under a complete control. In order to strengthen 
the newly established Cuttack Legion, the Commissioner in 
Cuttack suggested for raising a military of local nature. Captain 
Fraser, Commanding the Cuttack Legion, urged the expediency 
of a body of Paiks for his troops as it would have offered him 
the opportunity of enlisting the local! militia class. As the Paiks 
were considered’ a fraternity bound to each other and their 
superious, chiefs and the state by a kind of feudal tenure’ first 
of all the willing individuals were enlisted and then others were 
tempted through inducements to join the Cuttack Legion. 
Captain Fraser observed : 


“The magic of that link by which they have hitherto clung 
to their Rajas, Zamindars, Kandytes, would soon be 
defeated, and their devotion to our government found 
nothing inferior to the corresponding race of men in the 
Upper Province.” 


Thus a Company of Paiks was formed and attached as 
the 4th Branch to the Cuttack Legion. The component of this 
Company consisted of one Subadar, two Jamadars, seven 
Havildars, seven Naiks and One hundred twenty Sepoys. The 
British Government brought, at last, this landed militia class to 
its fold and utilised their services in the best possible ways 
atleast for three decades. It reminds us how the East India 
Company after studying and watching the political situation in 
India, raised auxilliary and irregular forces which fulfilled their 
needs in acquiring power and territory. These native soldiers 


iv 
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were clothed, drilled and equipped in the British style, which 
gave them a more martial appearance. The uniforms of the 
native Sepoys gave them a rock like steadiness of British 
Infantry with an impressive figure on the battle field as their 
European counterpart. 


Consequent upon the transfer of the Cuttack Legion to 
the Brahmaputra Frontier under the orders of the Government 
of Bengal on 20 December 1822 the Paik Company was made 
over to the Commissioner of Cuttack to be employed under 
him. The authorities felt that these militia class would be 
useless and inefficient body of men if they were not trained 
and drilled by a European Officer. It was the first important 
thing that they should always be effective. The Government of 
Bengal approved of appointing a European Officer on permanent 
basis to command the Paik Company. Lt. J. Waddilove, a local 
officer of the Cuttack Legion, was appointed to the duty of 
superintending the discipline and details of the Paik Company 
which was shifted to Khurda and henceforward it was known 
as Khurda Paik Company. 


In 1823 rules were framed for the guidance of the 
Superintending Officer of the Khurda Paik Company along 
with other proposals such as their uniforms, increase of strength 
as well as establishment expenses. Subsequently, modified and 
revised rules were made in 1841 and 1853. 


When it was determined by the Government of Bengal 
to disband the Local Corps stationed at Balasore called the 
Orissa Provincial Battalion, Henry Ricketts, Magistrate of 
Balasore, recommended on 11 July 1829 that 150 men of that 
Corps should be retained on the footing of the Khurda Paik 
Company for the duties at the station. The Commissioner of 
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Cuttack and the Government of Bengal both sanctioned it, and 
thus the Balasore Paik Company was formed. Later on, there 
grew the necessity of raising a full company of 100 additional 
men as an augmentation to the strength of the existing Paik 
Company, which then constituted three divisions; two of which 
were attached to Khurda and one to Balasore. Thus the Orissa 
Paik Companies were placed in an efficient footing with the 
provisions of promotions to the higher grades among them. 


The command of the Companies was generally entrusted 
to any officer of the regiment stationed at Cuttack, who being 
duly qualified for the post, was willing to acceptit. The nomination 
of such officer was usually left with the Commissioner of 
Cuttack. The pay of such officer was Rs.100/- per month but 
subsequently, in 1853 it was raised to Rs. 150/- per month and 
the appointment was made a permanent one. It would be 
obvious that in a Corps so constituted almost everything depended 
upon the personal character of the commanding officer. Under 
a zealous and efficient commandant who took a proper interest 
in his men, they might become as well disciplined and useful a 
body of men as any irregular Corps in the service; while under 
a careless and inefficient officer ‘they might suffer to degenerate 
into a mere armed rabbles. E.A. Samuells, Commissioner of 
Cuttack, in February 1853 conceived it desirable under the 
prevailing circumstances, that the Paik Corps should be placed 
under military control, both its men and the officer, and also be 
subjected to military law. 


The duties of the Orissa Paik Company was heavy and 
burdensome. Detachments of the Company were despatched 
to different trouble-spots to quell the disturbances. Their services 
were utilised in Banpur, Ghumsar, Banki, Angul, Boudh, 


Nal 
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Nayagarh, Khondhmal, Nilgiri, Kujang, Mayurbhanj, Chainbasa 
and Sambalpur during the period from 1825 to 1857. They 
worked hard but got less pay compared with the regular sepoys. 
As they were treated as Irregulars, they were denied pension. 
Even the services rendered by the men of the Paik Company 
could not be popular among the British authorities. Grievances 
of the disaffected men of the Company were not redressed. 
On the other hand, they were warned and threatened of 
expulsion or dismissal. Gradually many of them were disarmed. 
The Government of Bengal declared that the Paiks would no 
more be necessary and hence thought of dismantling the Paik 
Company. It was a death blow to the Oriya Militia. At last, in 
March 1859 the Paik Company was dissolved but converted to 
the 8th Bengal Police Battalion. 
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ONE 


The Paik system was a very old institution in Orissa. 
Paiks, usually a class of Kshatriyas, constituted the standing 
army of the independent Kings of Orissa. The army of Paiks 
formed the sole military of the State. They held service tenures 
based on a regular feudal! system beginning with the King and 
ending with this humble peasant-militia class called Paiks!’ 
Being supported by the state both for offensive and defensive 
purposes these Paiks along with their sardas called Dalai, 
Dalbehera and Bisoi, performed services of a military and 
semi-military nature®?. They were also employed to protect the 
village and furnished escorts to attend the rajas?. Abul Faz! 
writes : 


The number of Paiks or Zamindari militia (in the original 
Sipahi-Zamindari) liable to be required for the service of 
the state according to the conditions of the tenure of the 
Zamindars, at about 1,55,000 for the present districts of 
Cuttack and Midnapore, which probably formed but a 
small part of the entire force maintained by those chiefs.“ 


The Paiks under each Dalai or Dalbehera performed in 
turn the duties of guards and watchmen and were liable even 
to be called away from their homes to attend on their chiefs. In 
ordinary times these Paiks were not different from common 
raiyats, and employed themselves in agricultural labours; but 
in consideration of their habits, character and mixed services, 
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the assessment required from them did not amount to one-half 
of what was paid by the other cultivators of the soil.’ Andrew 
Stirling summed up his observations on Paiks thus : 


"_.. the Paiks or landed militia of the Rajwara combined 
with the most profound barbarism, and the blindest 
devotion to the will of their chiefs, a ferocity and unquietness of 
disposition, which had even rendered them an important and 
formidable class of the population of the province. They 
comprehend all castes and classes, chiefly perhaps the 
chasa or cultivating tribe; occasionally individuals of the 
lowest castes were found amongst them, as Kandaras, 
Panas or Bowries (Sanskritic Barbar or Barbarian) and 
the fashion had often prevailed of adopting into their order 
some of the more savage inhabitants of the remote hills, 
called Kands, as also even Mussalmans and Telingas. It 
is well-known that they were paid by service lands, which 
they cultivated with their own hands in time of peace, 
subject to the performance of military and rendered 
police duties whenever called upon by their chiefs." ° 


The situation of the Paiks changed after the British 
occupation of Orissa in 1803 and more especially, after the 
Paik rebellion of 1817. Walter Ewer reported: 


“In Khurda alone, as the services of Paiks were no longer 
wanted and they were in fact too numerous to have been 
made any use of as a police, they seemed in process of 
time to have been required to pay the same assessment 
as common ryots, whilst the sardars or delbeheras being 
generally allowed to retain possession of small portions 
of khoodkast or Jagir lands and to stand as joint 
sarbarakars for the lands formerly attached to their 
several garhs had been decently provided for.” 


The number of Paiks that still existed in several Killas 
were subject to the British Police Jurisdiction. The registry of 
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Paik lands enjoined in Regulation XIil of 1805 was never even 
commenced or attempted. Ewer reported that in the past there 
were ten to twelve thousand Paiks in Khurda. In Kujang and 
Kanika their number varied from two to three thousands each 
whereas in many of the smaller Killas the very name Paik had 
even become extinct and lost.Yet it is alleged that "the lawless 
and predatory habits of that peculiar class still continued. ....... pa 


The situation of Paiks in Bhograi Pargana of Balasore 
was different. Six to seven hundred Paiks or local police officers 
as they were called, performed effective and important service 
in Bhograi. They were paid a trifling monthly donation by the 
British government through the local magistrate. The Paiks and 
their sardars were mustered and distributed by the magistrate 
into parties consisting of 150,200 and 250 etc. as circumstances 
required. Occasionally they were to act in a body. Each Paik 
was given a rupee per month in addition to the land appropriated 
for the maintenance of his family. Each sardar was paid a rupee 
and half per month. The matchlockmen were provided with 
gunpowder and {ead for bullets and the archers were given 
bows and arrows at the government expense. The nature of 
services required from them was defined and explained to them 
by the magistrate, but not through the medium of native agent. 
The purpose was that the Paiks would be able to maintain peace 
and order in the region where military troops would not:be 
employed with efficacy.? Although this was an initial measure 
of a local nature, the British authorities thought that in view of 
the Paiks being an important class of population in Orissa, the 
most successful mode of managing and disposing of them 
would be a comprehensive survey and employing them in 
services of the British Government.!® 


The British Government, during the Khurda movement of 
1817, went through the suggestions of the Commissioner in 


3 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Last days of the Oriya Militia 


Cuttack regarding creation of a military force of local nature. 
But the Vice-President in Council was not willing to issue any 
special instruction immediately, until and unless he was 
apprised of the sentiments of the commissioner with regard 
to their genera! expediency. The Commissioner in Cuttack induced 
the Paiks to be embodied in the newly established Cuttack 
Legion. The Commissioner further observed that ‘the Paiks 
might be considered a fraternity bound to each other and their 
superior chiefs and the state, by a kind of feudal tenure. They 
were never trained to the discipline of regular soldiery. Yet it is 
found feasible to employ a body of the Paiks in the choice of 
their sardars or dalbeheras to command them. It would be 
essentially advantage to the Corps'.”* The government authorities 
hoped that needy individuals like the Paiks might be willing to 
join the Cuttack Legion. Hence, first of all, the Paik Chiefs might 
be induced to join the Legion to show loyalty to the British 
government. Should these chiefs express their unwillingness 
with the Legion, an idea of employing the Paiks as substitutes 
for the ineffective and inefficient barkandazes to work under 
their own sardars in thana establishments was also suggested. 


The British authorities felt convinced that the Paiks had 
always been loyal to the chiefs they served and had a sense of 
pride. They would fee! as chosen servants of the British 
Government. Their chiefs like Dalai, Dalabehera and Bisoi, in 
consequence, would from such a sentiment be gradually 
weakened and in their turn they would be discinclined to show 
allegiance to their lords. The magic of that link by which these 
Paiks hitherto clung to their rajas, zamindars and khandaits 
would soon wear off and their devotion to the British government 
would find nothing inferior to the corresponding race of men in 
the Upper Province.’ 


The pian of embodying the Paiks with the Cuttack 
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Legion was a subject of disappointment. Captain Fraser, 
Commanding the Cuttack Legion, urged for the expediency of 
a body of Paiks for his Corps which seemed at first improper. 
He suggested that creation of such a Corps would be of a local 
nature, but in course of time it would certainly attract the notice 
of the highest authorities.’ As an immediate step in this 
direction, military troops at the posts of Khurda, Bolgarh and 
Banpur were either reduced or withdrawn. In their place the 
Paiks who had been recruited for the service in the Cuttack 
Legion, were kept at the disposal of government officers 
without any material detriment to the public service.’ These 
recruited Paiks formed a branch of the Cuttack Legion and 
subsequently became known as the Orissa Paik Company. The 
Cuttack Legion was also strengthened gradually by this Paik 
Company. But in August 1822 the Government of Bengal in 
the Military Department desired that the Cuttack Legion with 
their ordnance equipment should move towards Chilmuny on 
the Brahmaputra. The government at the same time authorised 
the officer Commanding the Corps to discharge such of the 
men as might feel disinclined to leave the province. These 
instructions should not be considered as having any reference 
to the Company of Paiks attached to the Cuttack Legion which 
were to be made over to the Commissioner of Cuttack to be 
employed under his orders in the police duties of the province. 
The Paik Company would accordingly be struck off from the 
Cuttack Legion conveniently only after the receipt of order by 
the officer commanding the Corps.” The officer commanding 
the Cuttack Legion was finally ordered to proceed to his new 
station.'!®’ The Governor in Council issued general order on 14 
February 1823 as follows : 
"Adverting to the transfer of the Cuttack Legion from the 


Province to the Burma Putra Frontier, the G.G. in Council 
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is pleased to direct that the following alterations in its 
establishment to have etfect from the 1st of April next.” 


“2. The Cuttack Legion will from that date be called the 
Rangpoor Loca! Battalion in place of that now stationed 
at Titalya, which Corps will take the name of the 
Dinajepoor Local Battalion.” 


The Commissioner of Cuttack was instructed that the Paik 
Company should be employed in the police duties of the 
province and would be placed under the command of an 
European Officer. But the Commissioner opined that the 
services of the Paik Company might be very usetully utilised 
as a Frontier Police Corps whose station either be fixed at 
Banpur or at some other convenient situations on the frontier 
of jurisdiction of the Joint Magistrate of Khurda. The Commissioner 
thought it also advisable that the Corps should be placed under 
the immediate charge of a non-commissioned officer of that 
class who had been attached to the Cuttack Legion.®' He 
required from Brigadier G.Carpenter, Commanding Officer in 
Cuttack, a detailed statement of the existing establishment and 
rates of pay of the men composing the Paik Company.®? 
Carpenter from his side suggested that the whole body of the 
Paik Company would be kept in readiness to proceed to Khurda 
only after obtaining a communication from W.Wilkinson, Joint 
Magistrate of Khurda.®3 


Regarding the mode of payment to the Paik Company 
the Commissioner of Cuttack authorised the Collector of Cuttack 
to make provision for advance payment of one month's pay.** 
The Government of Bengal approved of the recommendation 
and suggestions etc. of the Commissioner.®® The order of the 
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government was communicated that payment to the Paik Company 
would continue until further instructions. The higher authorities 
were also.intimated regarding action taken in the matter of payment 
of salary or advances etc.° Consequent upon employment of 
the Paik Company in the field services, the regular troops earlier 
despatched on detachment duties in the unhealthy regions, were 
gradually withdrawn. 


On 23 April 1823 the Government of Bengal! appointed 
Lt. J. Waddilove to superintend the discipline and details of the 
Paik Company, which had hitherto been maintained by the 
Commissioner in Cuttack. Waddilove was authorised to draw 
the allowance as he had been receiving when employed as 
local lieutenant in the Cuttack Legion. Further, he would be 
considered as a Civil Officer and would be guided in all 
respects by the instructions which he would receive from the 
Joint Magistrate of Khurda or from the Commissioner of 
Cuttack.” Wadditove was directed to move without delay to 
Khurda and report his arrival there to the Joint Magistrate to 
whose immediate authority he would be a subject. The whole 
of the Paik Company was placed under his charge. Necessary 
arrangements were made for their future employment as a 
Frontier Police Corps.*® W.Wilkinson was informed and 
instructed accordingly. Another major task for Wilkinson was to 
prepare some places of temporary accommodation for the men 
at Khurda. 


Lt. Waddilove was asked to hold himself in readiness to 
proceed to Banpur with the whole or any portion of the Paik 
Company as might be deemed expedient to station at that place. 
He would keep contact with Wilkinson in all points connected 
with the duties he might be assigned to. He would send all his 
representations through Wilkinson who with his observations 
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would forward them to the Commissioner of Cuttack or to the 
Government of Bengal. Waddilove at the same time, was 
requested to report suitable place or places on the frontier for 
stationing the Paik Company and in what manner the services 
of the Corps might be most usefully employed within the limits 
of his jurisdiction. He was also required to suggest whether 
there should be rotation of detachments of regular troops 
already stationed at the outposts, when the Paik Company 
was available for the purpose.® He would hereafter receive a 
statement of the Paik establishment, the rates of pay for the 
men and other particulars and he would also be furnished with 
detailed rules for his guidance.® Willium Blunt, Commissioner 
of Cuttack, submitted a Draft Rules for the guidance of 
Waddilove.* He submitted the list of persons employed in the 
Paik Company. The strength of the Company was considerably 
less compared to its strength, when it was attached to the 
Cuttack Legion. The details were as follows : 


"One Subadar, Two Jamadars, Seven Havildars, 
Seven Naiks and One hundred Twenty Sepoys." 


Many of the officers and men of the Company were inhabitants of 
Bihar or Western Provinces. The only Subadar of the 
Company was absent on leave for six months. Under these 
circumstances Blunt sought instructions from the Governor-General 
in Council whether the Paik Company should be augmented to 
its established strength when attached to the Cuttack Legion or 
would remain on its present footing as shown on the accompanying 
detachments. He also reported that the total monthly expenditure 
exclusive of the pay of the Superintending Officer amounted 
to sicca rupees 814-5-4.® The Government of Bengal at the same 
time authorised W.Wilkinson with the concurrence of the 
Commissioner of Cuttack to make any increase to the Police 
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establishment at Khurda in order to add to the strength of the 
Paik Company, if the measure deemed necessary.” 


The rules prepared for the guidance of the officers 
appointed to superintend the discipline and details of the Paik 
Company in Cuttack appeared to the Government of Bengal to 
be entirely proper and judicious and hence were approved and 
confirmed. Waddilove was instructed to explain those rules fully 
to the individuals attached to the Paik Company as well as to 
all others who might hereafter be entertained. The establishment 
of the Paik Company was for the present to be maintained 
according to the following statement which would give an 
augmentation of 5 privates at an additional monthly expense 
of 30 rupees. Statement of the Establishment of the Khurda 
Police Paik Company was as follows : 


No. Description Pay Tota! Total Grand 
of each. Total 
1. Subadar 40 40 40 — 
or 
2. Jamadars 25 50 50 90 
5. Havildars 12 60 60 
5. Naiks 10 50 50 
1. Bugler 7 7 7 
100. Sepoys 6 600 600 
1. Laskar 5-12 5-12 5-12 
iP Bisty 4-8 4-8 4-8 
Ti Pay Havildar 5 5 9 
731- 4 
"Establishment allowance for repair of Arms = Rs.22-1-4 
844-5-4 


Total Sicca Rs. Eight Hundred and Forty four, Five annas, Four Pies"™ 


As there was no medical facility for the Paik Company, 
Waddilove proposed that a Native Doctor might be appointed 
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on a monthly salary not exceeding twenty rupees exclusive of 
a small allowance for Bazar Medicines.’ This proposal duly 
recommended by W.Wilkinson was sent to the Government of 
Bengal through the Commissioner of Cuttack. Wilkinson in his 
recommendation suggested that the Native Doctor formerly 
attached to the detachment of the regular troops posted at 
Banpur, might be appointed as such to that situation. He also 
sought the opinion of the commissioner whether the Superintending 
Officer and men under him would be paid in Sicca or Sonat 
rupees as there appeared contusion in the matter of transaction 
and conversion of currency.*® The Governor General in Council 
was pleased to sanction the appointment of a Native Doctor at 
Rs. 20/- per month, to be attached to the Paik Company in 
Khurda, together with an allowance of Rs.5/- per month for 
Bazar medicines, and ordered that the allowances would be 
paid as heretofore in Sonnat rupees.” 


In order to entertain separate subordinate medical 
establishment for the Paik Companies, the Commissioner of 
Cuttack referred to Section XIX of the Rules which directed 
that “Officers and men of the Corps who may be temporarily 
unfit for duty by reason of sickness shall be sent to the nearest 
Civil Officer in order that they may receive proper care and 
medical treatment at the Station Hospital."® The commissioner 
further observed that it was evidently not the intention of 
government that the Corps should have any medical 
establishment of its own, at least at headquarters. If the Civil 
Surgeon at Cuttack required the services of another Native 
Doctor on account of the Paiks, he could submit an application 
through the regular channel. 


However, as there was no hospital at Angu! or Banpur, 
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both of which places were remote from any civil station, the 
Native Doctors at present with the detachments there might be 
retained pending the sanction of government. The Commissioner of 
Cuttack asked the Magistrate of Cuttack to ascertain and report 
what was the pay received by these officers. Further, it was 
instructed that applications would at the same time be made to the 
government for procuring authority to entertain a Lascar at 
headquarters for the care of the camp equippage belonging to 
the Corps and his pay should also be stated. The commissioner 
did not feel it necessary for a second Lascar as the men 
always pitched their own tents when marching.” 


The Commissioner of Cuttack in 1854 observed that an 
establishment would be attached to Orissa Paik Companies. 
The services of native Doctors, Dressers and Sweepers were 
primarily required for the Khurda jail. The detachments of 
Banpur and Angul were not permanently stationed at these 
places, but were liable to be withdrawn should circumstances 
render such a measure desirable. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
was induced to propose that the native Doctors with their 
detachments should be entertained only temporarily. The 
establishment was as follows : 


Native Doctor Rs.20/- 

1 Dresser Rs.8/- 

1 Lascar Rs.5/- 
Staff allownace to Havildar Major Rs.5/8 
Drili Havildar Rs.3/- 
Total Rs.41/8.40 


The commissioner while proposing an establishment for guarding 
the jail at the latter station, observed that the number of 
Barkandazes proposed by the Deputy Magistrate was 
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evidently insufficient for the purpose. He recommended the 
following establishment : 


1 Datffadar As.8/- 
12 Barkandazes Rs.48/- 
1 Sweeper As.3/- 

Total As.59/- 


Besides, the commissioner proposed that a guard might be 
supplied from the Orissa Paik Company for the above purpose 
but the commanding officer represented that it could not be 
done without reducing the number of men required at the 
headquarters of the Corps for station duties and for relieving 
the outposts.*! 


The Government of Bengal directed the discharge of the 
present jail guard at Khurda and the substitution of a guard for 
the Paik Company. Orders for the discharge of the Barkandazes 
had already been issued to the Magistrate of Puri who reported 
that a Guard of 1 Havildar, 1 Naik and 8 Sepoys would be 
sufficient for the duties of the jail, which was observed only to 
be used in future for the confinement of persons sentenced to 
less than one month's imprisonment. The commissioner allowed 
the magistrate to communicate with the officer commanding 
the Paik Corps on the subject, and to report whether any addition 
to the strength of the detachment at Khurda would be necessary 
in consequence of the additional duties, which would now 
devolve upon it, directing him however to issue orders at once 
for the immediate relief of the present Barkandaz guard at 
Khurda.“? 


On receipt of a letter from the Joint Magistrate of Khurda, 
the Commissioner of Cuttack requested the Government of 
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Bengal to supply arms and accoutrements for the use of the 
additional men of the Paik Company, lately entertained under 
the orders of the government. He also solicited orders of 
government in regard to supply of arms, ammunition and 
clothings for the whole body of men of the Company.” The 
Military Board at Calcutta were pleased to sanction six fuzils or 
muskets and accoutrements for the Paik Company. The 
Military Board were further requested to comply with all 
indents of arms and ammunitions for the use of Waddilove. 
The indents should be countersigned by the Joint Magistrate 
of Khurda.*“ In order to complete the Paik Company in every 
respect the Governor-General in Council, besides other things, 
observed that it would be irregular to supply military clothing to 
the Khurda Paik Company at the expense of the state. But as 
some kind of distinctive uniformity in the appearance of the 
men was required to be preserved their turbans and 
commarbands should be so fashioned and made up of such 
colour and natural as to obtain that object.“ The Commissioner 
of Cuttack was requested to report on the subject of some 
distinctive dress for the men of the Paik Company.* In consuttation 
with W.Wilkinson, the commissioner proposed to the government 
the following dress: 


"A Green Cloth Coat, 
Cap the same as they now have; 
White Pantaloons.” 


He further suggested that coats would be furnished by the 
Superintending Officer under the direction of the Joint Magistrate, 
and the actual cost would be deducted from the pay of the men 
of the Paik Company. Provision of such, once in two years, 
would be sufficient. The cap and pantaloons would be provided 
by the men themselves who, of course, agreed to this 
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arrangement.” The Governor-General in Council approved 
the proposals in detail. Orders were issued accordingly.“ 


In February 1853 the Commissioner of Cuttack proposed 
that the allowance to the Commandant of the Paik Companies 
for repair of arms, stationery etc. should be fixed at Rs.100/- 
per month. The commissioner explained that this matter had 
been incidentally brought to his notice by Lt.Dixon who said 
that the sum actually expended on that account out of the 
present allownace of Rs. 101/- did not exceed Rs.41/- monthly, 
such as; 


“Writer Rs.15/-; 3 Mistress for arms -14; Forge Rs.2/; 
Stationary and Company Books Rs.4/-; Repair of Belts 
Rs.2/-; Aid for Guard Rs.1/- and Mokhtar Rs.3/- = Rs.41/-". 


The Commissioner therefore thought that an allownace of 
Rs.50/- per such contingencies in addition to the command 
allowance of Rs.150/- per month would be quite sufficient; the 
saving would nearly cover the allowances of the European 
Sergeant Major who was to be appointed to the Corps.’ The 
Commissioner of Cuttack solicited instructions of the government 
as to the manner in which the pay abstracts of the Orissa Paik 
Companies were to be adjusted under the instructions of the 
Government of India in the Military Department. In regard to 
Lt.Dixon's application for the full allowance of Rs.25/- per 
Company for repair of arms etc. it seemed only necessary to 
state that the allowance of Rs.20/- per Company which had 
been sanctioned by government were then was actually 
expended for that purpose, as had been shown earlier.’® 


The Commissioner of Cuttack with reference to Lt.Dixon's 
application for an increase of emoluments observed that both 
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his command and company allowances had been definitely 
fixed by government on a full consideration of the duties which 
devolved upon him, and of the expense which was actually 
incurred in the repair of arms etc.’ Further he communicated 
the views of the Government of Bengal regarding the 
allowance for the repairs of arms and stationery and the audit 
of the pay abstracts of the Corps and their submission to the 
Civil Auditor.®? 


The Commissioner of Cuttack sanctioned the disbursement 
of Rs.31/- the charges incurred for carriage of a detachment of 
the Orissa Paik Company to and from Angul.’® He also 
sanctioned the disbursement of Rs.63-8 expended for carriage 
of guards of Orissa Paik Company who were detached to 
Khajurpara and Angul.* The Commissioner of Cuttack 
requested the Magistrate of Cuttack to instruct the Paik Corps 
to take necessary steps for retrenching the men whose 
services were not required at Balasore and more particularly 
those to whom Mr. Schatleh objected, as they appeared to have 
been relatives of the Balasore Jail Guard. In future they should 
not be employed on that ground. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
countersigned plans and estimates of quarters for the Sergeant 
Major Pykes of the Corps and sent to Lt.Dixon, Executive 
Officer, Roads and Buildings.® While forwarding a communication 
from Major Hillersdon, Commanding the Paik Companies, on the 
subject of leave of absence, the commissioner desired that the 
Magistrate of Cuttack would request Major Hillersdon to use 
his own discretion both with regard to the extent and power of 
leave and the men to whom the indulgence should be granted.” 


Benilal Dutt was appointed as native doctor to atford 
medical aid to the detachment of Paiks at Angul. Major 
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Hillersdon submitted a bill drawn at the rate of Rs.25/- per 
month. But the Civil Auditor had returned it pending the orders 
of government. Hence the Commissioner of Cuttack requested 
the Government of Bengal to decide the amount of salary to 
be drawn by Benilal Dutt. Further he submitted a proposition 
statement in the usual form for an increase of Rs.5/- per month 
to the salary of the native doctor attached to the Cuttack jail on 
account of the increased duties which had devolved on him in 
consequence of the removal of the head-quarters of the Paik 
Company from Khurda to Cuttack. The commissioner observed 
that the present salary of the native doctor appeared to him to 
be quite disproportionate to the amount of work which he was 
required to perform and was so low as to render it extremely 
difficult to procure qualified men to fill it.°° The native doctor 
expressed his inability to cure the sick men of the Orissa Paik 
Company and of the Kandhmal Sebundies.®® 


The Government of Bengal decided to withdraw all its 
troops including the Paik Company from the strategic posts as 
there prevailed peace and order in Orissa after the surrender 
of Buxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar on 25 May 1825. Khurda was 
particularly quiet. The treasury and the guards were allowed to 
be there. The government also thought of abolishing the 
situation of the Superintendent of the Paik Company; thus 
winding up the Company. George Stockwell, Commissioner of 
Cuttack, in such a critical situation of the newly established 
Paik Company, first reviewed the duties and functions of the 
Paik Company in early 1830 as follows : 


“This Corps is at present employed in guarding a 
Treasury at Pooree, another at Koorda and a third 
detachment is on guard in the interior. it also furnishes 
escorts on the occasion of treasure being in transmit. Its 
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head-quarters are at Khourdah where it is expedient to 
show some force and where it is necessary to keep a 
treasury that the malgoozars in that quarter may be saved 
the trouble and risk of bringing their revenue 40 miles to 
Pooree. Guards are furnished from the Company whenever 
any one required for purposes connected with the 
Tributary Mahals."6! 


He further observed that though Khurda was quiet, the treasury 
and the guards were there and so the headquarters of the 
Company should also remain there. So long as this continued 
it would not be advisable to dispense with the devices of a 
superintendent. But in the event of the Khurda treasury being 
abolished the major portion of the Corps might be brought into 
Puri where there were lines for its accommodation and they 
would be there under the immediate inspection of the magistrate- 
And a superintendent, therefore, would not be required. But he 
observed : 


"Should this be determined on | beg leave to point out to 
the benevolent consideration of the Right Honorable the 
G.G. in Council the peculiarity of Mr. Waddilove's 
situation, who after serving the government for 12 years 
as a local Lieutenant will be left destitute. And | would 
humbly submit whether this arrangement might not be 
deferred until a vacancy should occasion.®® 


He further suggested that the native Doctor and the Lascar 
might be withdrawn. The commissioner mentioned that though 
there was no second Jamadar, an extra Havildar and one Naik 
had been appointed by his predecessor to meet the deficiency 
of Petty Officers in order to command the smaller escorts. He 
was not aware of any objection to reducing the pay of all men 
who might thereafter enter this Corps, to the standard of that 
fixed for the Company raised lately at Balasore. 
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The Governor-General in Council resolved to abolish the 
situation of Superintendent of the Paik Company with effect 
from May 1830. J.Waddilove was communicated accordingly. 
It was further resolved that hence-forward the party at Khurda 
would be commanded by a Native Officer for whose guidance 
the Magistrate of Khurda would draw out written rules. The 
Lascar ,Bhisty and Pay Havildar often being paid up would be 
discharged from duties. Those men who were in Paik Company 
would continue to receive their pay, but those who were promoted 
or were enlisted after May 1830 would be paid at the Balasore 
Paik Company in Sonnat Rupees as follows : 


"Subedar - 30 rupees per monsem. 


Jamadar - 15 rupees per monsem. 
Havildar - 10 rupees per monsem. 
Naik - 8 rupees per monsem. 
Buglar - 6 rupees per monsem. 
Sepoy - 5 rupees per monsem."®? 


Although, at a subsequent time, the Commissioner of Cuttack 
requested for an augmentation of the Khurda Paik Company 
and the expediency of placing it under the control of an 
European Officer, the Government of Bengal sanctioned the 
proposed increase to the Khurda Paik Company without an 
European Officer.® Thus the fate of the Company remained in 
an unsettled condition. 


Henry Ricketts, Commissioner of Cuttack, in January 
1837, observed that the duty of the Paik Company was heavy 
and in all probability would continue to be so. Their pay was 
reduced from rupees six to five though of course there had 
been some increase by way of raising it by eight annas from 
rupees five per month. This reduction in their pay not only had 
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done them harm but made their services unpopular and 
unattractive. Added to these there had been a decrease in the 
number of Havildars. Ricketts could not improve the situation 
except by proposing for a suit of clothes for each native officer 
and sepoy, and requesting the Government of Bengal in this 
regard. He further suggested that the Army Clothing Agent at 
Calcutta might be instructed to attend to the magistrate's 
indent for the same.® A.J.M. Mills who replaced Ricketts as 
Commissioner of Cuttack continued to request the Government 
of Bengal on the same issue. Consequently, the Army Clothing 
Agent was instructed to supply uniform seal for the use of the 
Paik Company at Balasore, and to supply uniform clothing with 
new belts and sashes. Mills was of opinion that an efficient 
guard ought to be armed with muskets and properly clothed. 
Their name, dress and especially arms would carry great weight. 
But due to want of European Superintending Officer the Paik 
Company lacked discipline and training which they needed 
most.°® Later on, after a decade or so, F.Gouldsbury, 
Commissioner of Cuttack, urged upon the Government of 
Bengal that the Army Clothing Agent at Calcutta should supply 
the Paik Corps with the uniform which the men had been in the 
habit of wearing for some years in the past. The uniform dress 
of the Corps were Dark Green with Black facings which 
appeared to be the most suitable for them.°” The Government 
of Bengal ordered that Blue light Trousers would be the dress 
of the men as these were prepared and had been sent for the 
purpose. 


In the meanwhile, the Government of Bengal required 
from the Commissioner of Cuttack the feasibility of introducing 
a military police in the Orissa Division. To fulfil that aim the 
‘government thought of recruiting and enlisting men from the 
Orissa Paik Company, giving these men proper training and 
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drilling in order to strengthen the body of men. According to 
the government the total strength of the proposed military police 
would be from one thousand to five thousand efficient and 
qualified persons.®® On the subject of giving military 
organisation to the police of the Orissa Division, Mills reported 
that there were two divisions of Paik Companies; one at Khurda 
and the other at Balasore. And in view of that he decidedly 
opposed to a purely military police. In his opinion formation of 
a military police would not answer to the real problems. To secure 
a body of well organised men it would be necessary to employ 
up-country men as they were called men of the fighting class 
since the Bengalees lacked physical powers and personal 
courage. But these up-country men were mostly unacquainted 
withthe language of Orissa and the manners and customs of 
the people. A reform of the police therefore, was much needed, 
but to reorganise it in a manner which would enable it to 
contest more effectually with crime it was necessary to go further 
to remodel its whole constitution. As a measure towards it, the 
Government of Bengal accepted the plan of Halliday. Briefly 
speaking, Halliday's plan for reforming the police not only gave 
to the force a certain degree of military organisation that would 
enable them to put down disturbance, but provided more 
effectively for the suppression of crime and apprehension of 
offenders. His plan was best suited for remedying the existing 
defects.”? 


Mills, while recommending for reestablishment of 
Provincial Battalion on a reduced but more efficient footing and 
designating it as Sebundi Force, remarked that in Balasore 
and Khurda there had been the nucleus of such a force in the 
Paik Company which was an efficient body of men, well drilled 
and under the command of an officer of the line. Referring to 
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the Paik Companies, Mills further observed that the Khurda 
Paik Company was raised for the protection of the treasury at 
Khurda and the repulsion of predatory attacks from the tribals 
residing in the jungles and hills of both Khurda and the 
adjoining tributary states. The Khurda Paik Company was able 
to check frequent inroads, depredations and attacks of the 
rebels at the outposts of Banpur, Tangi and Ghumsar. 
Similarly, the Balasore Paik Company was raised to protect 
the treasury and to check the incursions of the rebels. Hence 
the augmentation of a Paik Force which as a subject had long 
occupied the commissioner's thoughts, was a necessary and 
a political measure. Mills realising the importance of the Paik 
force recommended to the Government of Bengal that a 
European Officer of the regualr army should be appointed with 
a salary of rupees 200 per month to superintend the force. Its 
headquarters would be at Cuttack, but the officer should be 
required to spend three months in the year at Khurda and three 
months at Balasore for the purpose of drilling the Companies 
at those stations and would be allowed travelling allowances 
for the journey to and fro.” 
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The Orissa Paik Company stationed at Khurda was 
entrusted with various duties at important places like Banpur, 
Delang and Khurda itself.” In course of time it met certain 
difficulties which reduced its menta! and physical efficiency. 
Firstly, Khurda was very much unsuitable for habitation due to 
bad climate, particularly, from July to November of the year. 
Lt. Drummonod, the first Commanding Officer, suffered from 
fever; the second officer, Lt. Apperley fell a victim to it and 
then Lt. A. R. West who was appointed in December 1838, on 
the ground of bad climate, resided at Cuttack from July to 
November of the year.’ He was subsequently relieved of the 
command of the Paik Company at Khurda as his health 
deterioted. Due to unhealthiness of the climate at Khurda no 
person was appointed in his place. All those who were approached, 
declined the appointment. The second difficulty was the 
smallness of the emoluments both for the men and the officers. 
The Paik Company was thus in a very deficient order. It was 
felt as the utmost importance that the degree of efficiency 
should be maintained. A.J.M. Mills, Commissioner of Cuttack, 
feared that unless the Paik Company was commanded by an 
efficient officer, it would soon relapse into its former state. He 
proposed that the existing allowance of Rs. 100/- per month 
might be increased to Rs. 150/-, which would no doubt induce 
some of the officers to come forward to take the command of 
the Paik Company.? But no immediate steps were taken. 
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In January 1840 Captain Hunter was appointed as the 
Commandant of the Khurda Paik Company. He joined the post 
without enjoying the increased allowance.* As Mills urged for 
an efficient military guard at Balasore, Hunter was directed to 
proceed to that station, the other headquarters of the Orissa 
Paik Company. Balasore was a suitable place for the Paik 
Company in matters of climate, discipline and rule. Although 
extra command allowance was disallowed, Captain Hunter 
enjoyed extra travelling allowance.’ Later on, Captain Hunter 
handed over the charge of the Paik Company to Lt. West in 
order to join as Commandant of the Bheel Corps at Neemach. 
Lt. West was allowed to stay in Circuit House at Balasore during 
his stay there to drill the Paik Company.° The Commissioner of 
Cuttack, while reviewing the situation of Orissa Paik Company, 
recommended to the Government of Bengal that the Balasore 
Paik Company might be kept directly under the Commanding 
Officer of Khurda Paik Company. He argued that this arrangement, if 
approved, would be more beneficial, would have more weight 
and would render cordial and efficient support to the government. At 
the same time it would benefit the discipline of the Paik 
Company by enabling the Commanding Officer to rule the 
recruits at headquarters whenever they might be fixed under 
his own superintendence.’ But the Government of Bengal 
directed the Commissioner of Cuttack to report whether it would 
be necessary to reduce the strength of the Paik Company to 
its earlier strength. The commissioner in his reply forwarded 
the views of the Magistrate of Knurda with his own observation 
that it might be highly impolitic to reduce the strength of the 
Paik Company. He cited an example that Banpur should never 
even in the most peaceful time be left without guard of 40 to 50 
regular sepoys. Hence he suggested that in case of reduction 
in the strength of Paik Company was made by 50 men, an 


27 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Last days of the Oriya Militia 


equivalent number of Barkandazes at 4 rupees per month to 
guard the collector's treasury at Puri might be employed.® 


Mills, with a view to strengthening the Paik Company 
reviewed the stock position of arms and ammunitions. He 
suggested that the men of the Paik Company should be wel! 
equipped with guns etc. He reported that there were 122 Fuzils 
out of which 112 were received from the old Cuttack Legion in 
1829, and 10 from the Ordnance Department in 1833. These 
were reported to have been quite unserviceable. Mills, therefore, 
recommended that necessary orders might be placed with the 
Military Board at Calcutta to replace them with new Fuzils. 
Further, he directed the Commanding Officer to return the 
surplus articles which were serviceable into arsenal and to 
dispose of the unserviceables by public auction.’® Further he 
recommended for periodical inspection of the Company stationed 
at Balasore and Khurda by the Officer Commanding at Cuttack." 
Captain Reid was entrusted with the task of inspection. 
He inspected the Paik Companies, at Balasore and Khurda 
and submitted his report before he went on leave.’ Lt. West 
could not be available at Balasore at the time of inspection as 
he was detained at Khurda to look to some urgent matters 
relating to the Paik Company there.’ The commissioner, 
however, insisted that the Paik Corps should be periodically 
inspected. 


Mills recommended to the Government of Bengal that 
the Khurda Paiks who were employed on active field service 
during the Ghumsar War (1835-37) might be allowed batta as 
fixed for sepoys of the line so long as they were in 
employment. He mentioned that the pay of the Paiks was Rs.5/ 
8 annas per month and no batta was paid to them whereas the 
sepoys besides batta, drew Rs.7/8 annas and Rs.9/- per month 
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according to their class and rank. Considering that the Paiks 
were employed out of the Bengal Presidency, Mills opined that 
they were certainly entitled to the indulgence. The question 
of allowing batta to Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies and 
payment of advances to the men employed in Field Services 
arose again in 1851. Lt. C. Pulley and Lt. H. Dixon both 
requested for a share in the command allowance of the Paik 
Companies for the period they were in charge. The Commissioner of 
Cuttack reported that Lt. Dixon attended to drill and performed 
other duties connected with the Balasore Paik Company after 
his arrival at that station, though he had not the command of 
the troops. The fairest plan would therefore seem to be to 
divide the staff allowance between both the officers.’ 
No additional men (buglers) or allowances were recommended. 
Finally, the Government of Bengal ordered that command 
allowance would be paid to Lt. Pulley only for the period from 
1 to 14 February 1852. Lt. Dixon was directed to make over all 
the command allowances to Lt. Pulley." 


In order to bring efficiency to the system the Magistrate 
of Cuttack distributed duties among the Barkandazes and the 
Paiks.!” To equip the Paik Company in an effective and better 
way the Government of Bengal despatched 40 Boat Cloaks by 
Dak Bunghy from Calcutta for the use of persons employed on 
field service in Ghumsar. The Commissioner of Cuttack proposed 
that the Post-Master of Cuttack should transmit these goods to 
Captain W. W. Dunlop via Russelkonda as the cloaks were 
urgently required by the sepoys. He also requested 
R.A. Bannerman, Assistant Agent, Ganjam Agency, to send 
instructions to the authorities at Russelkonda for onward 
despatch of the articles to Captain Dunlop posted at Posera in 
Ghumsar.!® 
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As there was urgent need to retain the zamindari of Angul! 
at least for sometime, and since troops could not be detached 
from Cuttack for the purpose, F.Gouldsbury, Commissioner of 
Cuttack, proposed for additional 200 men for the Paik 
Companies at Khurda and Balasore. In his opinion the men of 
the Paik Companies being natives of that part of Orissa, would 
be less liable to suffer from the insalubrity of the climate of 
Angul and such other places, than the Regular Sepoys. 
Employing them on detached duty, the objective arising from 
breaking up the Corps of the line into small parties at a 
distance from the headquarters would be avoided. Besides, 
it was very desirable that there should always be a complete 
regiment at Cuttack. The commissioner further observed that 
should the Government of Bengal feel disposed to authorise 
the above addition to the Paik Companies, he would propose 
to enlist such of the mercenaries and Paiks lately employed by 
the deposed raja of Angul as they might be willing to take 
service under the British and might possess the requisite 
qualifications. He opined that by placing the Paik Corps on an 
efficient footing with the regiment stationed at Cuttack there 
would be always a sufficient force available to repress any 
insubordinate proceedings on the part of any of the hill 
zamindars.®° The Government of Bengal, however, directed the 
Commissioner-cum-Superintendent of Tributary Mahals, 
Cuttack to provide more information and justification in regard 
to sanctioning additional 200 men.?' The Government of india 
in the Foreign Department authorised the Commissioner otf 
Cuttack to increase an additional 100 men to the Khurda and 
Balasore Paik Companies. 


Meanwhile, the Commissioner of Cuttack had relieved 
the detachment of Khurda Paik Company stationed at Angu! 
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and instructed Lt. J. Dinsdale to increase the strength of the 
detachment at Angul by 50 men and train them under an 
experienced and steady native officer and then relieve them 
every three months. He further proposed that the command 
of the Corps consisting of 500 men should be a permanent 
one and the appointment might be given to a Bengal Officer of 
experience not below the rank of Captain, otherwise it would 
be injurious to the discipline of the Paik Corps. Also the 
Commandant of the Paik Companies might be placed under 
the Assistant to the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals as had 
already been suggested. The commandant would require an 
officer under him to perform the duties of Adjutant. 


The Government of Bengal approved the withdrawal of 
the two Companies of the 22nd Regiment M.N.I!. stationed at 
Poketunga and Tikarpara. They were substituted by a detachment of 
50 men of the Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies under 
the command of a steady and experienced native officer.?® As 
per earlier suggestion of the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals, 
28 Sebundies already employed under the control of Jamadar 
Sheikh Karim Bux, were eventually enlisted in the above Paik 
Corps.?¢ J. Dinsdale was authorised to entertain the full 
complement of native officers for the additional 100 men 
authorised by the Government of India to be added to the 
Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies or in other words to raise 
another full Company.?” The Cammandant of Paik Company 
sought clarification whether a full Company would be raised of 
the same strength and the additional 100 men were to be 
considered as an augmentation to the strength of the present 
Companies. in a reply to the Government of Bengal, the 
Commissioner of Cuttack mentioned that the Paik Corps 
constituted then had three Companies, each of its strength 
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being 1 Subadar, 1 Jamadar, 5 Havildars, 5 Naiks, 1 Bugler 
and 100 Privates. Two of the Corps were attached to Khurda 
and another at Balasore. These Companies had already the 
full complement of men and hence could not be added to without 
making them unweildy and unmanageable. As the object of 
the increase was to admit of a detachment to be kept in Angul 
(which would require proper complement of native officer) the 
commissioner recommended that a full Company would be 
raised and attached to Khurda.®® The Government of Bengal 
sanctioned additional Paiks to be enlisted into the distinct 
Company with usual complement of native officers. 


In order to enable Lt. J. Dinsdale to carry on his works, 
Gouldsbury requested to the Government of Bengal for 
payment of Rs. 10/- per month to a Moharir, and Rs. 15/- per 
month to an English Writer.® Since no Lascar was attached to 
the three Companies at Khurda, the Commissioner of Cuttack 
recommended to the government for the sanction of atleast 
one Lascar to be attached to the Paik Companies. As there 
was already a Lascar attached to Balasore Paik Company, one 
should be allowed to be at Khurda where there were three 
Companies of 100 men each.” 


In 1851 the Commissioner of Cuttack reviewed the 
situation of Orissa Paik Company. He observed that the Paik 
Company was effectively engaged in various works such as 
rescuing meria children from Boudh and Ghumsar,3® guarding 
the station at headquarters in Cuttack, as the detachment of 
men had been sent to Nayagrah in 1850 to suppress the 
disturbance there.” The Officer Commanding the Paik 
Company at Khurda was instructed to send Paiks on escort 
duty for the annual supply of stamps for Balasore and Cuttack.” 
Aliso one Naik and four men of the Paik Company were 
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engaged in guarding the stamps and carts were hired for the 
purpose. Under the instruction of the Government of Bengal, 
the Commissioner of Cuttack directed Lt. Dixon to furnish a 
permanent guard of 44 men of the Khurda Paik Company with 
the usual proportion of native officers for the protection of the 
jail at Cuttack in lieu of the Barkandaz guard which was to be 
abolished. This guard would be relieved periodically in the same 
manner as that one at Puri.® The Sessions Judge of Cuttack 
was informed about the guard at Cuttack Jail.” Further the 
Magistrate of Cuttack was instructed to provide information 
about the discharged Jamadars, Daffadars and Barkandazes 
and to furnish the heads of offices in the province with lists of 
their names.” 


A detachment of Paik Company was sent to Boudh to 
control! the situation there. Jamadar Karim Bux had earlier been 
deputed to Boudh. The detachment and the native officer then 
on command at Angul were asked to move to Boudh to be 
placed under Karim Bux.3® Services of the Company of the 
30th Regiment, M.N.lI. under the command of Captain Salmon 
were no more required. The officer hence was asked to return 
to Cuttack with all convenient despatch. To enable himself to 
relieve the Company which had been left in Nayagarh by a 
detachment of the Khurda Paik Company, the commissioner 
felt much obliged to have the jail guard at Cuttack furnished by 
the Regiment as a temporary arrangement. He expressed his 
satisfaction with the steady and orderly conduct of the 
detachment under Captain Salmon. While it was employed 
on this expedition he considered it very creditable to both officers 
and men that not a single complaint had been preferred against 
the Sepoys by the inhabitants of any of the numerous villages 
through which they had passed.° 
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Digleton was asked to detach a party of 30 men of the 
Khurda Paik Company under the command of a native officer 
to Nayagarh to relieve the Company of the 30th Regiment. In 
order to enable Digleton in furnishing this detachment the 
Commissioner of Cuttack as a temporary arrangement had 
earlier requested Major McLeod that the Jail guard at Cuttack 
might be allowed to be supplied by the 30th Regiment." McLeod 
relieved the jail guard by a detachment of the 30th Regiment 
and retained some of the men of the Paik Companies for the 
performance of certain duties which the Sepoys were 
prohibited from performing. This arrangement was approved 
by the Commissioner of Cuttack, who said that as soon as a 
sufficient number of men of the Paik Companies for the jail 
duties were available he should direct the relief of the guard 
already furnished by the regiment.“ The Commissioner of 
Cuttack informed Major McLeod that after return of the 
detachment of Paiks from Boudh he would direct them to 
relieve the men of the 30th Regiment of the duties of the Jail.” 
Lt. Dixon was requested to give orders for the immediate relief 
of the men of the 30th Regiment on duty at the jail at Cuttack 
on return of the detachment from Boudh.“* Again he was 
asked to give direction for the relief by the men of the Paik 
Companies at Khurda, if any guards that might hereafter be 
despatched from Nayagarh to Cuttack to remain in charge of 
prisoners.’ Lt. Dixon was further instructed that as the services 
of the Paik Company might be required during the disturbances 
in Nayagarh, he would proceed to IKhurda as soon as possible 
and ordered as many men of the Balasore Paik Company could 
be spared for the duties of the station to Khurda without 
delay.“° He was allowed to remain for a short time at Balasore 
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to instruct the new native officers in their duties. Major McLeod 
would no doubt allow the newly promoted officers of the Khurda 
Paik Companies to attend the Adjutant's drill” for which he 
had been requested to do so when on duty at Cuttack. 
Lt. Dixon was also willing to instruct the men of the Paik 
Companies*® in drilling. 


The Government of Bengal! were apprised that the Paik 
Corps when constituted was numerically unequal to the duties 
assigned to it. It was evident that about three-fourth of the Corps 
were constantly employed upon detachment duty. Under the 
prevailing arrangement the Paik Corps was divided into two 
portions : one consisting of 3 Companies with its headquarters 
at Khurda, and the other consisting of one Company with its 
neadquarters at Balasore. As this arrangement was inconvenient 
in regard to keeping monthly accounts regularly and correctly 
and thus produced no advantageus result the Commissioner 
of Cuttack thought of discontinuing it as had already been 
proposed by Lt. Dixon. 


A sum of Rs. 2863/- were spent monthly for 456 men of 
the Paik Corps.* Lt. Dixon proposed an augmentation which 
would increase the expenses to Rs.3835/- per month, but at 
the same time hoped not so great an additional amount would 
not be required.’° As there was paucity of native officers the 
Commissioner of Cuttack suggested that the numerical! strength 


* The details : 4 Subadars, 4 Jamadars, 20 Havildars, 
20 Naiks, 
400 Sepoys, 4 buglers, 1 Lascar, 2 Native Doctors and 
1 Sweeper. 
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of the Corps would be increased to 498 and might be divided 
into 5 companies.” A total sum of Rs. 2877/- might be spent 
for those 498 men. Besides, Rs.150/- would be spent towards 
staff pay of the commandant and allowances for repair of arms. 
These would give a total monthly expense of Rs. 3027/-, or 
Rs.164/- in excess of the existing cost, while the efficiency of 
the Corps would be increased in a much greater ratio. The 
Commissioner of Cuttack remarked that as Khurda was the 
headquarters of all the Companies, the detachment at Balasore 
then consisting of 112 men could be reduced to the number 
actually required for the duties at that station, giving scope for 
other men for general service.’ 


** 5 Subadars at the rate of Rs.30/- Rs.150/- 
5 Jamadars -do- Rs.15/- Rs.75/- 
25 Havildars -do- Rs.10/- Rs.250/- 
25 Naiks -do- Rs.8/- Rs.200/- 
425 Sepoys -do- Rs.5/- Rs.2125/- 
5 buglers -do- Rs.6/- Rs.30/- 
3 Lascars -do- Rs.5/- Rs. 15/- 
3 Native Doctors -do- Rs.8/- Rs.24/- 
2 Sweepers -do- Rs.4/- Rs.8/- 
498 Rs.2877/- 


There had been a proposal before the Government of 
Bengal regarding appointment of a good Sergeant Major for 
the Paik Corps. It would no doubt be a great advantage to the 
commandant to have the aid of an intelligent and well conducted 
European Commissioned Officer if the expenses of such an 
appointment would not be deemed an inseparable object to it. 
The Commissioner of Cuttack observed that with the augmentation 
of the above proposals the Paik Company would without 
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inconvenience continue to take the duties in Nayagarh which 
then devolved upon them and the necessity of raising a 
separate Sebundy Corps for that tributary mahal would be 
obviated.® Lt. Pulley made certain suggestions for improving 
the efficiency of the Paik Corps. He complained not without 
reason of the total absence of discipline that then prevailed in 
Paik Corps. As experience had shown, it was a defect which 
must be attributed to a want of proper care and attention on 
the part of the commanding officer upon whose zeal and activity 
depended the efficiency of the Corps. During the short tenure 
of Lt. Pulley when he was in charge of the command there had 
been a marked improvement in the men who had been under 
his immediate inspection. But the commissioner was afraid, 
after the departure of Lt. Pulley, that the men of the Corps 
would relapse into their old habit.’ Further, the system of 
enlistment which then prevailed was no doubt, extremely 
prejudicial to the efficiency of the Corps and hence the 
commissioner proposed with the sanction of the Government 
of Bengal to pass a rule that in future all men entering its ranks 
should be required to serve for a period of four years at least. 
As the plan suggested by Lt. Pulley of subjecting the Companies 
to a periodical inspection atleast once a year would have a 
very beneficial effect, the Commissioner of Cuttack 
recommended to the Government of Bengal that instructions 
to that effect might be issued to the Officer Commanding at 
Cuttack through the Military Department.™ 


In the absence of record relating to inspection made by 
Captain Reid and others in the past, the Commissioner of 
Cuttack accepted the proposal of Lt. Col. Howden for 
postponing the inspection of the Balasore Paik Company until 
the beginning of May 1852.55 He was further cf opinion that it 
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would not be necessary under the circumstances for Lt. Dixon 
to return to Khurda until he completed his five months’ sojourn 
at Balasore.’¢ A special inspection, however, was made by 
Lt. Col. Howden. Two rolls of men were prepared for the Khurda 
and Balasore Paik Companies. it appeared from the inspection 
report that of the 12 men borne upon these rolls, 4 were 
labouring under physical and mental infirmity and the remaining 
8 aught to have been enlisted as they were much undersized 
and otherwise physically unfit for service. Accordingly Dixon 
was asked to discharge these men whose names were 
entered in these rolls and to enlist intelligent, healthy and able 
bodied men of proper height in their place. He was to be 
careful particularly in having all recruits examined by the 
medical officer prior to their enlistment. As a general rule no 
man under 5 feet 6 inches aught to be taken in.” Dixon was 
also informed that he would not sanction the discharge of any 
more of men on the ground of their being undersized 
without a special recommendation from the Inspecting Officer 
duly countersigned by the Civil‘Surgeon. Height of men at the 


time of recruitment might be reduced to 5 feet 5 inches for 
special cases.” 


The Magistrate of Cuttack was asked to instruct the 
Commandant of the Corps to submit through his office an 
annual report of his inspection of the several outposts each of 
which should be visited at least once a year. The officer 
commanding at Cuttack was furnished with a copy of the 
Brigadier General's suggestion on the subject of drill instruction 
and was requested to give effect to them on the removal of the 
headquarters of the Corps to Chauliaganj. Further the 
alternations on the accoutrements of the Corps suggested by 


the inspecting officers should be carried out as soon as 
possible.” 
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The Government of Bengal! appointed Major McLeod of 
the 42nd Regiment M.N.{. to officiate as Commandant of the 
Paik Companies. The Commissioner of Cuttack instructed the 
Magistrate of Cuttack that in the event of Lt. Dixon having lett 
Balasore he would be pleased to make over the commanding 
of the Corps together with the books of the office to Major 
McLeod and to call upon the former officer to station which 
date he availed himself of his leave of absence and why he 
quitted his post without making over formal charge to his 
successor. Further, he requested that the magistrate would 
instruct the officer in command of the Orissa Paik Companies 
to furnish Lt. Lyod, the Superintendent of Angul Road, with a 
guard of the strength of 1 Havildar, 1 Naik, and 12 Sepoys to 
proceed with him into the district on or about the 1st proximo.®! 


No Havildar Major was allowed under the new rules, nor 
did there appear to be any necessity for such an officer, as an 
European Sergeant Major had already been attached to the 
Corps. Before sarictioning the nominations made by Lt. Dixon 
for the vacant Subadar and Jamadarship the Commissioner of 
Cuttack requested tht the magistrate would be good enough to 
obtain the opinion of Major McLeod as to the fitness of the 
nominees and to the necessity for passing over Havildars 
Gouree Rout and Kistamah Dorah who were described as 
‘Good Men' and who would have been recommended for 
promotion had not a Mussalman native officer been required. 
The commissioner was aware of no reason for excluding these 
men from promotion because they happened to be Hindus.® * 


The Commissioner of Cuttack asked the Magistrate of 
Cuttack to ascertain from the Commanding Officer and report 


* Shaik Hadoo (Havildar), Jamadar would be subadar; Ratan Singh 
and Kadar Ali Beg, Havildars would be Jamadars. 
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if and when any oath or engagement was required from the 
recruits enlisting in the Orissa Paik Companies and if there 
was, he would forward a copy of the form for the perusal of the 
Commissioner of Cuttack. The commissioner further required, 
should it be the practice to admit presents without such 
engagement, the magistrate would be pleased to draw up a 
form of engagement specifying the period and conduction of 
service presented by the new rules for the approval of the 
commissioner.® 


Under the circumstances stated by Major McLeod, the 
commissioner had confirmed to Lt. Dixon's nominating Jamadar 
Sheikh Haddoo to be Subadar and Havildar Ratan Singh to be 
Jamadar. With regard to Havildar Kadar Ali Beg who seemed 
to be a deserving officer, the Commissioner of Cuttack was of 
opinion that his claims were not equal to those of Havildar Gouri 
Rout and he had accordingly appointed the latter to the 
second vacant Jamadarship. He, further, forwarded three 
Commissions to be handed over to the newly appointed offices 
(one Subadar's Commission for Sheikh Hadoo, Two Jamadars 
Commission for Ratan Singh and Gouree Rout.) 


Services of the Orissa Paik Company were utilised very 
effectively. They were entrusted with supplying arms and 
ammunitions to the Nayagarh Sebundy Levy for their temporary 
use.® They were even sent at the time of emergency to be 
engaged as Jail Guards. But when Lt. Dixon and Lt. Forbes 
both suggested that the Paik Corps might be deputed to Cuttack 
to perform the duty of Jail Guards, it could not be acceded to. 
The Government of Bengal especially directed that the duty in 
question should be performed by the Paik Companies. The 
Commissioner of Cuttack, dispensed with the services of the 
Boudh Detachment, and the duties were entrusted to Khurda 
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Paik Company. He sent more men for drill.“ The subadar in 
command of the detachment of the Paik Companies stationed 
at Kurumangia Garh in Boudh was ordered to return with his 
party of men to Khurda as disturbances had been over 
there.” The Jail Guards at Khurda were discharged and in their 
places the Paik Guards of the strength viz; one Havildar, 
One Naik and 8 Sepoys were despatched. These men were 
required to perform duties at the Khurda Jail. Looking to the 
fact that the Khurda Jail in future would be used only for the 
confinement of persons sentenced to less than one month's 
imprisonment, one Guard, one Naik and four Sepoys would 
not be sufficient for the purpose. The guard duty and sentry 
duty should be done by the Paik Corps. F. Goutdsbury, 
Commissioner of Cuttack, enquired from the Magistrate of 
Balasore whether the guard at the Jail could be reduced as 
suggested by Lt. Dixon. The commissioner himself stated that 
he was strongly opposed to any reduction in the present strength 
of the jail guard.® Further, he authorised the Magistrate of 
Balasore the disbursement of Cos 3-3 for making certain 
alterations to the tent in the thana of Bhadrak for the Paik 
Company Sepoys.?° | 


As it was desirable to have as many men as possible of 
the Orissa Paik Companies at headquarters for the purpose of 
undergoing instructions in drill .and relieving several 
outposts, the Commissioner of Cuttack requested the Magistrate of 
Cuttack for report after consulting the commanding officer 
whether the detachments at Puri, Khurda, Balasore and 
Bhadrak could be still further reduced. The commissioner 
observed that the strength of the detachments should be 
regulated with reference to the number of sentries required at 
each station allowing 8 men for each, so as to admit of the 
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guards being relieved a sentry weekly or often, if necessary. 
The guards at Banpur might be reduced to 20 and that at Tangi 
to 8 with the usual compliment of native otfficers.”! 


Regarding strength of the guards at the outposts of Puri, 
Balasore, Khurda and Bhadrak, it appeared to the Commissioner of 
Cuttack that the detachment (1 Jamadar, 2 Havildars, 2 Naiks 
and 40 Privates) at Puri was just sufficient to furnish one relief. 
It could not therefore be reduced. The number of men actually 
required for the post at Khurda was 20. But there were at present 
40 men (1 Havildar, 2 Naiks, 40 Privates) there under the command 
of a Havildar allowing for occasional small treasure escorts. 
A detachment of the following strength would be sufficient for 
Khurda (1 Jamadar, 2 Havildars, 2 Naiks, 36 Privates). The 
Balasore post required 64 men to allow one relief of guards 
(there were only 60). It might therefore be constituted thus: 
1 Subadar, 4 Havildars, 4 Naiks, 64 Sepoys. This post was an 
important one and should:be commanded by a Subadar. As 
the guards at Tangi and:Bhadrak were not absolutely necessary, 
they might both be ‘dispensed with and by this means the 
number of men .on command would be reduced to 200 (Puri -40, 
Khurda - 36, Balasore - 64, Banpur - 20, Angul - 40) teaving half the 
Corps in a colleccted state at headquarters to do the duty of 
the place, to be put through a course of drill instruction and to 
furnish relief to the outposts, as suggested by Major McLeod. 
The Balasore detachment might be relieved every six months 
and the others, every four months. The Commissioner of 
Cuttack requested the Magistrate of Cuttack to instruct the 
Commanding Officer to give immediate effect to these 
arrangements.”’? The commissioner further opined that there 
did not appear to be any immediate necessity for relieving the 
guard of Paiks furnished to Lt. Wylde in October 1853.” 
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The Commissioner of Cuttack also discontinued the 
provision of extra allowance of 8 annas per month hitherto 
enjoyed by two men of the Orissa Paik Company as it was not 
authorised by the government. This was applicable to Corps, 
not to this Local infantry which was not on the same footing 
of the Corps.” A native officer in command of a division of the 
Orissa Paik Company at Nayagarh represented that they had 
received no pay since October 1853 and hence prayed for an 
advance of money to enable them to proceed to Cuttack. 
Under these circumstances the commissioner directed the 
Tahasildar of Nayagarh to advance one month's pay of Rs. 107.3.9 
to the detachments and instructed the Commanding Officer to 
pay that amount into the Collector's treasury at Cuttack on 
account of the Nayagarh Tributary Mahal. Lt. Dixon was called 
upon to explain how it happened that the pay of this detachment 
was so much in arrear.”® 


In spite of its becoming very weak, the Corps could 
illafford any increase of addition to the number of men on 
detached duty.’° Moreover, the Paiks were already overworked. 
Although E.A. Samuells, Commissioner of Cuttack, realised 
the situation of the Paik Corps, he did not like to bring any 
collision between the Paik Company and the 53rd Regiment of 
M.N.l. Rather, he required a large number of Paiks urgently for 
the escort duty. Forty out of the eighty men stationed at Balasore 
were ordered to march without delay.”” As disturbance occurred 
in the hilly region of Madras Presidency, troops were recalled 
from Balasore to serve there. Colonel Mansion. Commanding 
Officer at Cuttack, was asked to leave the Balasore Treasury 
Guard and the Paiks were engaged for jail duty.’® Samuel's 
successor R.N. Shore as Commissioner of Cuttack proposed 
for employment of Paik Force in Sambalpur, in addition to the 
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existing Police establishment there. He observed that 
Sambalpur required protection from the insurgents, but the class 
of men available were no better than the village choukidars. 
He regretted that his experiment failed as the continuance of 
Paik force at Sambalpur became a source of annoyance and 
vexatious to the people without making any corresponding 
benefit. Later on, H.B. Impey, Deputy Commissioner of 
Samblapur and the gauntias complained that the Paik force 
were in fact useless for the purpose.”® 


The Orissa Paik Company still served efficiently. Paiks 
were summoned for defence service by the Raja of Mayurbhanj 
and for guarding the treasury at Chainbasa from the attack of 
the mutineers of Ramgarh Battalion. Mactier, Magistrate of 
Balasore, was directed to send up a party of Paiks from Balasore 
for the purpose. The total number of such men was sixty-four. 
Thirty more were sent to guard the treasury and jail. It was at 
the same time hoped that with the local aid from the Raja of 
Mayurbhanj the Paiks could be able to capture all the 
mutineers.®’ The Raja of Keonjhar required Paik force and 
was allowed to keep a detachment until further arrangements. 
The chief himself on his behalf sent one Sardar Paik and 50 
Paiks to the Chief of Singhbhum for capturing the mutineers 
and curbing the Kol insurrection as well.® The Commissioner 
of Cuttack employed small guards of Paiks at each of the 
principal chockees or hatting places along the route. He also 
proposed employment of an extra guard of 1 Jamadar and 8 
Barkandazes for one month at each of the ferries over the 
rivers, Brahmani and Kharsuan, and those over the Mahanadi 
and Kathjuri. As there were no occurrences of disturbances, it 
was considered proper that the guard of Paiks in charge of the 
treasury and jail should be increased from 40 to 80. The 
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commissioner also desired that the supreme government in 
Military Department might be moved for relieving the Paik 
guards at Cuttack jail. Again he suggested that half of the 
detachment at Angul should be withdrawn and another party 
in tributary mahal of Athmailick be also withdrawn. These places 
might be taken up by men from 40th M.N.l. On the other hand, 
he proposed an increase by 100 men of the Puri Guard and 
also to increase the number of men in order to withdraw the 
detachment at Khurda already engaged in guarding the small 
jail and treasury there. The Burkandazes and Choukidars would 
also be replaced.’ Lt. A. Blunt was accordingly instructed to 
proceed to Sambalpur from Angul with 63 men of the Paik 
Company and 100 matchlockmen. The Lt. Governor of Bengal 
approved all the plans of the Commissioner of Cuttack in 
regard to the employment of men of the Paik Companies at 
the places where needed urgently, especially at Sambalpur. 
These men were promised three-fourth of their pay as 
travelling allowances while they would be employed on 
special duty.“ But difficulties arose. First, the men of Orissa 
Paik Companies complained that as they were of Civil Corps 
men, they were getting less pay and were not entitled to 
pension. Secondly, there were complaints against them that 
they would no more be required except guarding jails. Hence, the 
government decided to send more regular troops to Sambalpur 
to suppress the rebellion. 


Banpur which was an important strategic station for the 
detachments of the Paik Companies, was at last abandoned in 
1857. It was also thought not judicious at the same time to 
remove the guard of Paiks from Puri.’ The Commissioner of 
Cuttack observed that the Paik Companies might not be able 
to perform the duties in the tributary mahal of Nayagarh, 
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highlands of Boudh and Angul and in checking the mutinous 
activities in Orissa. Therefore, regiment of the line stationed at 
Cuttack should be replaced by an Irregular or Local Corps, but 
would be led by European Officers of intelligence and energy.’ 
The Commissioner of Cuttack realized that the strength of 
Orissa Paik Company was notoriously insufficient. In vain their 
numbers were reduced at Puri, Khurda, Balasore, Cuttack Jail, 
Angul and Kandhmal. At the same time he felt that large 
number of Paiks were absolutely required for the maintenance 
of peace and order. There was a very disproportionate number 
of men for drill etc. These men of the Paik Company should 
be utilised for active service.” 


Situations of the Orissa Paik Company were reviewed from 
time to time. Its survival became difficult. G.F. Cockburn who 
succeeded as Commissioner of Cuttack reviewed the situation 
in 1857. The Government of Bengal was also apprised of 
the situation. In his report the Commissioner of Cuttack observed 
that there was a civil corps called the Orissa Paik Companies, 
five in number, commanded by a military officer and assisted by 
an European Sergeant Major. Its men were armed like sepoys 
and received regular instructions in drill etc. when at the 
headquarters. The Corps furnished guards to the several 
outposts at Balasore, Puri, Khurda, Cuttack Jail, Angul and 
Kandhmal of Boudh. This was of a local nature having the 
duty of essential service. The greater portion of it being constantly 
employed on detached duty under native officers and at 
considerable distance from headquarters. The system thus in 
force was a good one and worked satisfactorily.8 


The Commissioner of Cuttack further observed that the 
Paik Corps from its formation had been too weak. It consisted 
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of 5 Companies only having 80 men in each, In all it had 
400 bayonets. This smal! body of men were required to furnish 
guards, escort etc. even at Khajurpara in the Boudh hills, a 
distance of 26 days from the headquarters. After the formation 
of Kandhmal in February 1855, the duties of Paik Companies 
vastly increased. These men experienced difficulties due to 
remoteness and unhealthiness of the place. Of the 400 men of 
the Paik Companies, 292 were always on duty at the following 
outposts : 


“Balasore - 64, Puri - 50, Khurda - 36, Kandhmal - 30, 
Cuttack Jail and Civil Station - 80" 


The rest 108 were employed thus : 


“Regiment General Guard, @ 12 men daily - 24, 
Orderly - 6, Recruits at Drill - 24, On Sick leave - 2, On 
short leave - 10, Average in Hospital - 12, Average of 
vacancies - 3, and Available in Lines - 27".89 


Cockburn observed that the real work of the Province 
was chiefly performed by the Civil Corps while the regular troops 
remained at their own headquarters complete in number and 
deceptive, and ready for service in any direction on the 
occurrence of any outbreak of disturbance, real or apprehended. 
He remarked that the practice of breaking up a regiment of 
regular troops by sending detachments to outstations was 
prejudicial to efficiency and discipline in time of war or 
disturbances. This could not always be avoided. But during 
the peace time, in his opinion it was a much better and safer 
plan to keep the whole regiment together. Arrangements were 
made to guard the jails, treasuries and outstations by the 
detachments of local Corps such as Orissa Paik Companies 
or Bihar Station Guards. Such guards at these places would 
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generally be sufficient for all ordinary purposes, while in 
seasons of greater need an active magistrate always found 
them most useful until reinforcements, whether from the local 
Corps or regular troops capable of repressing disturbances, 
arrived to his assistance.” 


Cockburn was frequently urged by the Magistrate of 
Cuttack and the Commandant of the Corps to bring the matter 
regarding increase in the strength of the Orissa Paik Companies, 
to the notice of the Government of Bengal. But he refrained 
from doing so at first, as he was anxious to try and seize some 
means for lessening the executive duties devolving on the Corps 
and thus obviating the necessity for an augmentation. Subsequently, 
as he felt it was a measure of pressing necessity he submitted 
a proposal to the Lt.Governor of Bengal for approval. Later on, 
situations became different. After the revolt of 1857 a state of 
profound tranquility prevailed in the province of Orissa. 
Secondly, owing to the Prussian War and the expenditure 
involved on public works depleted finances of the province 
required exercise and adoption of the utmost economy on the 
part of the government. Hence an increase of strength in the 
Orissa Paik Company had to be ruled out. 


Cockburn admitted that he had not only failed in 
diminishing the hard work lodged upon the Corps, but had 
been unavoidably compelled to raise the amount to be spent in 
suppressing the insurrection at Sambalpur. He sent up every 
available sepoy that he could spare in restoring order and even 
sent 120 armed Paiks for the said purpose. Cockburn remarked 
that though expenses had been unhappily increased to a vast 
extent due to the Sambalpur rebellion, yet on that account there 
should be no delay in increasing the strength of Orissa Paik 
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Company. If it was not done, the efficiency of the Corps would 
seriously be affected due to imposition of excessive workload 
on them. On the other hand, in the event of their strength being 
increased, it would be a sound policy to place this local Corps 
in curbing the rebellion at Sambalpur and elsewhere. And naturally, 
these local Corps would ensure that they would really be 
worthwhile in the event of any emergency arising at any time.” 
Cockburn, further, observed that 27 men only were available 
in the lines for miscllaneous duties and those were of a highly 
important nature. He stated that only after a detachment came 
back to headquarters, these men could be instructed and sent 
up to their duties. But these men usually returned more like an 
armed mob of coolies than a party of soldiers. He therefore, 
remarked : 


"Nor was this to be wondered at when it was remembered 
that their relief could seldom be affected owing to the 
scarcity of men at headquarters and they were 

' consequently under native command for heavy long 
periods.” 


It had thus been found impossible to revive the Puri Detachment 
for nearly a year while that of Balasore Detachment had been 
considerably above a year without relief. Still Cockburn had to 
comply with frequent calls that came for escort duty to be 
performed by the Paik force. He while mentioning an event 
remarked : 


"The Late Dr. Moore who was murdered in going up 
to Sambalpur should have had one - the officer of the 
Survey Department had not gone out on their usual 
tour this Season for want of them they were in 
constant acquisition to guard prisoners, treasures etc. 
while there were only 27 men available and there 
should be learning-their own drills."?3 
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He further remarked : 


"I can safely assert that | am constantly at my wits end 
to manage and can only do so with extreme difficulties 
and inconvenience while no doubt the discipline of the 
corps is by no means what it ought to be and the men 
themselves are justly discontented, the incessant and 
arduous work they are called upon to perform and that 
too often at remote and unhealthy places in the jungles 
and hills of Angu! and the Kandhmals."* 


Full enquiries were made regarding possibility of reducing 
some of the outposts or of the men on guard there. Opinions of 
the local officers and of the commandant were taken. But it 
was found to be wholly impracticable. The Commissioner of 
Cuttack observed that whereas Paiks of the Company at 
Balasore were ordered to relieve the detachment of the 53rd 
B.N.l, it was also at the same time decided that in the event of 
the Paiks of Balasore Company were sent to Angul and 
Sambalpur, the vacancies at Balasore would be filled up by the 
Barkandazes. Again it was reported that the efficiency of the 
Paik Corps was severely affected by the heavy duties imposed 
upon them. The commissioner himself felt that nobody were 
available for service on an emergency, if and when required. 


The men numbering 175 of the Orissa Paik Companies 
who were sent to Sambalpur, behaved exceedingly well and 
rendered very excellent service at the station, at the outpost 
and on the fields. Those men being first of its kind, were sent 
under the command of Captain Knocker of 40th M.N.I to take 
up the civil duties at Sambalpur. They relieved the regular troops 
who were in a sickly state, and made themselves available for 
defensive and field service. It was distinctly understood that 
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though the men were temporarily employed, they on an emergency 
rendered services willingly. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
withdrew a number of detachment men as their further detention at 
Sambalur was not felt necessary. They were sent back to the 
headquarters. Only seventy persons remained at Sambalpur 
till the arrival of Colonel Forster along with the Shekhawati 
Battalion, and arrival of the new Corps of Sebundies. But his 
plans, promises and expectations were in vain. All his men 
continued to stay at Sambalpur, mostly in jungles on outpost 
duty. The Commissioner of Cuttack requested Colonel Forster 
on several occasions to allow the Paiks to return to their 
headquarters as soon as practicable explaining the fact and 
circumstances that these men belonged to a local civil Corps 
and were not bound to serve as soldiers at all. Peculiarly, the 
commissioner from his side had never insisted on the return of 
the detachment, although on the contrary, requested Colonel 
Forster to keep the Paiks if they really served the purpose. 
Colonel Forster, highly estimated the services of these Paiks 
and was. glad to learn that they received some substantial 
acknowledgment. The commissioner recommended the case 
of the Paiks thus : 


"It is right that | should observe that these Paiks have 

, been doing the same duty if not more as the regular 
troops and were entitled to no pensions in case of 
sickness or wounds nor would their families be in case 
of their death so that they have been serving on 
disadvantageous terms as compared with the Benga! 
Troops, as well as in a part of the country where they did 
not engage to serve at all."* 


Cockburn, taking all the things into account decided to properly 


reward the detachment of the Paik Company on their return to 
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Cuttack. With the approval of the Lt. Governor of Bengal a sum 
of Rs.500/- was distributed among them as follows:* 


1 Jamadar = Rs.17 - 8 
2 Havildars = 34 - 8 
@Rs. 11-8 
3 Naiks = Rs.25 - 8 
@Rs.8 - 8 
65 Sepoys = Rs. 422 - 8 
@Rs. 6-8 
Total Rs. 500 - 0 -0 


Strangely, the Commissioner of Cuttack who praised the 
performance of the Orissa Paik Company at Sambalpur so well, 
commented that they lacked military training and were not 
accustomed to parades and drill. Moreover, the small parties 
of such men proved disadvantageous. Hence, as a remedial 
measure their strength should be increased from five Companies 
to seven with 80 men in each Company. He also proposed to 
increase the Sebundy Corps then entertained for the protection 
of the Kandhmals. The pay of the Sebundy Corps was 
somewhat less than that of the Paiks and this difference caused 
harm and discontent between them. He observed that as both 
Served in the same place, there was no cause why there should 
be any difference in their pay. When both served together at 
Sambalpur it seemed unfair that there should be any discrimination 
especially against the Sebundies who were undoubtedly the 
better men in the hilly regions. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
raised the pay of the Sebundy Corps for their service in 
Sambalpur, equalising that of the Paik Companies. The total 
increase in expenditure on both the Corps came to Rs.881 - 8 
annas. He likewise proposed to the Government of Bengal for 
increase of 2 more companies to the Orissa Paik Company.*’ 
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At the same time he suggested that the command of the Orissa 
Paik Companies might be appointed as Ex-Officio Assistant to 
the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals. He might be most usefully 
employed in the cold season not only in visiting his outposts, 
but also visiting such of the Tributary Rajas. In case of any 
disturbances arising there, he could act subject to the orders 
of the commissioner with authority as a civil functionary in place 
of being merely the head of the Paiks. The Government of 
Benga! were pleased to appoint Captain Bird as Commandant 
of the Sambalpur Levy and also as Ex-Office Assistant 
Commissioner on a consolidated salary of Rs.800/- per month. 
It became a matter for the consideration of the government whether 
in the event of the Commandant of the Orissa Paik Companies 
being similarly appointed as Assistant to Superintendent, 
Tributary Mahals, his pay should not be similarly raised.® The 
last proposal of the commissioner was that in the event of 
previous one being agreed to, a second officer might be 
appointed to aid the commandant in drilling the men and 
visiting the outposts etc. The Commissioner of Cuttack further 
hoped that this measure was surely to be of great service and 
the guard from the station would be kept in better order than it 
was possible to do; and in the event of any distrubances breaking 
out, there would be a second officer to take charge of the 
detachment. The services of such men were invaluable during 
the past season at Sambalpur, in Keonjhar where the raja was 
helping the British authorities at Chainbasa, with men, money 
and provisions, at Angul and in the Kandhmal, where disturbances 
occured.” 
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THREE 


Rules and regulations, procedures and proposals were 
made from time to time regarding promotion of the men including 
the officers of the Orissa Paik Company. A.J.M. Mills, 
Commissioner of Cuttack, suggested that promotions etc. 
would be made by the officer commanding the Corps, instead 
of by the magistrate. The magistrates had been in the habit of 
issuing instructions regarding the most minute details, which 
were objected to by the Commanding Officer of the Paik 
Company. Lt. A.R. West, after his reappointment as the 
Commanding Officer of the Companies in July 1840, objected 
to the interference of the Magistrate of Khurda in the Corps 
affairs. To obviate this irregular practice Mills defined some 
rules which helped in the promotion of all men of all ranks, and 
appointment of Havildars, Jamadars, and Subadars to higher 
grades. This power and authority of promotion were given to 
the commandant whose action would be final subject to 
the confirmation by the magistrate. The magistrate was 
also directed not to interfere in any case relating to military 
discipline. Captain Reid suggested that "the promotion would 
be held in a much greater degree of estimation by the native 
officers were they stamped with the confirmation of the heads 
of the district in which the corps served and a Sunnad or 
Commission were granted by that officer to the individuals 
promoted under authority vested in him by Government.” 
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Considering that these men were under the general control of 
the commissioner and that all arrangements regarding them 
were made through him, Mills appreciated the suggestions of 
Captain Reid as worthy of adoption and embraced them in the 
rules in framing. 


In the opinion of Mills the Inspecting Officer of the Paik 
Companies should improve efficiency of the officers, and for 
that purpose smartest and best behaved young men from each 
Paik Company should be recruited as Lance Naik and promotions 
from these men would be eventually made to the rank of Naik. 
He also remarked that one should not be too practicable in 
these selections; reading and writing should be considered a 
sine-qua-non; and no man should be selected under 4 years 
service.?* Lt. A.R. west was provided with the new rules for adoption in 
the Paik Company under his command. He was authorised to 
appoint one of the fittest Havildars as a Havildar Major in each 
Corps, with an addition to 572 rupees per month to his pay. The 
Government of Bengal did not approve of this additional 
expenses, but it accepted the entire proposal of the commissioner. 
On the other hand, Lt.West was authorised to strike off the 
strength of each Corps reducing it by a Sepahee. He was also 
provided with extra expenses, if needed.? On the request of 
Brigadier General Stewart, Commanding Northern Division, 
Madras Army, Waltair, Mills instructed Lt. West to proceed to 
offer himself as a member of the European General Court 
Martial which was expected to assemble on 10 November 
1841.“ As the 6th Regiment, M.N.Il, was ordered to move on 
service to China, Lt. West who belonged to that regiment, had 
to tender his resignation from the command of the Paik Companies. 
So Mills requested the Geox na stBengal that either an 
officer be appointeg/espterally for-tine7ghmmand of ths 
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Paik Companies, or that the Commanding Officer of the 8th 
Regiment, B.N.l. (the Corps which was ordered to relieve the 
Madras Regiment) be directed to nominate a competent 
officer for the purpose.’ Lt. West desired to make over charges 
of the Companies to the Magistrates of Khurda and Balasore.® 
As the command of the Paik Companies would be entrusted to 
an officer belonging to one of the Native Infantry Regiments, 
most probably the 8th Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry,” 
Lt. West was directed to hand over the command of the Paik 
Company to Lt. Wroughton® whose name was recommended 
by Major Hicks of the 8th Regiment, B.N.I.? Lt. Wroughton 
finally took over charge on 1 February 1842.'° 


Mills despatched to Lt. Wroughton two subjoined Rules 
extracted from the Rules passed by the Government of Bengal! 
on 4 January 1837. The following is the extract : 


"Second- The servant should have been employed tor a 
period of at least 20 years. 


Third - The Public Servant whatever may have been the 
period of his service, must be incapacitated from further 
employment by old age, protracted ill health, loss of sight 
or other bodily or mental intirmity duly certified by a 
Medical! Officer." 


Lt. Wroughton, Commanding Officer of the Khurda and Balasore 
Paik Companies, after serving for six months only, on the ground 
of insufficient allowance, desired to resign from the post he 
held with effect from 1 August 1842.2 So Mills enquired from 
Major Hicks whether any qualified ‘Subaltern Officer' of his 
Regiment was desirous of assuming the command of the Paik 
Company.” Major Hicks expressed his inability stating that at 
his disposal there was no ‘Subatltern Officer’ of sufficient 
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standing in the service to take an independent command of 
the Company. Hicks further said; 


“| do not feel myself justified in pronouncing any of the 
Subattern Officers now present with the regiment under 
my command qualified to take charge of the Khurda Paik 
Company - none of them has as yet served two years 
which is the period fixed by the Regulation of the services 
for entrusting young officers with the charge of Company 
in their regiment and | cannot suppose that a shorter 
term can fit them for an independent command." 


Under the circumstances, Mills observed that there was 
a real necessity of a commanding officer, but the insufficiency 
of the allowance of Rs. 100/- per month dissuaded the persons 
to accept the appointment. Yet he expressed ‘an eminent hope' 
that the matter might receive the consideration of the Government of 
Bengal. He too felt that the maintenance of an efficient body of 
irregular sepoys in Khurda territory must be left in the hands of 
an European Officer. This should be considered essentially 
necessary to the preservation of peace and good order in the 
district.’ At last, Lt. C.G. Sandow was chosen for the post of 
Commanding Officer. Sandow agreed to join on certain terms 
and conditions.'® But he suffered from severe illness, and 
progeeded to Puri where he stayed till 30 March 1843.” The 
climate of Khurda during the rains was inimical to the health of 
Europeans. So a detachment of the Paik Company was 
stationed at Puri. As there was difficutty in getting an officer to 
accept the command whenever vacated, Sandow who had fallen 
ill, was allowed to reside at Puri retaining the command of the 
Paik Company. The headquarters of the Company, however, 
could not be removed to Puri. Since the main body of the Paik 
Company were kept at Khurda for preserving peace and order, 
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a detachment of it was relieved quarterly and employed in guarding 
the government treasury.'® The Collector of Puri was instructed 
not to employ the Paik Company on an escort duty without 
obtaining the permission of the Commissioner of Cuttack. The 
commissioner warned that no avoidable risk should be incurred 
in escorting treasury. 


Captain Sandow, Commanding Officer, Khurda and 
Balasore Paik Companies, went on leave of absence to visit 
the Presidency and then to Europe. The 8th Regiment of B.N.I. 
stationed at Cuttack was about to be relieved. it became 
difficult on the part of Mills to appoint a substitute in place of 
Sandow. All those who were approached, complained of 
inadequacy of allowance and insalubrity of the climate. He, 
therefore pressed this matter upon the higher authorities, 
especially for the expediency of increasing the staff allowance 
from rupees 100 to 200 per month and vesting the Commanding 
Officer with the power of Assistant to the Superintendent of 
Tributary Mahals, for the purpose of suppressing the human 
sacrifice practised in the jungle estates. Mills pleaded that 
preservation of internal tranquility in Khurda and the 
neighbouring tributary mahals demanded that the Paik 
Companies should be kept up in an efficient state. The Paiks 
should be efficient and well disciplined. He observed that when 
the Commanding Officer was remunerated at the lowest 
possible rate, personal consideration alone would induce 
an officer to accept such a post. And rare was the instance in 
which fitness for the appointment and a zealous desire to carry 
on its duties should have to be united in the officers who had 
consented to accept the command for short intervals. Mills 
opined : 


“Touzhing the political authority with which it is proposed 
to invest the officer, the extended nature of my duties 
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preclude me from visiting the Tributary Estates and 
should it be determined to adhere to the present system 
of trying what conciliatory measures will affect towards 
repressing the rite of human sacrifices, nothing will more 
contribute to the attainment of this object than the 
annual deputation of an active and experienced European 
officer amongst the Khond Chieftains."° 


At last a person was chosen for the post of Commanding 
Officer of the Paik Company. He was an interpreter named 
Lt.Hicks and also Quartermaster of the Regiment at Cuttack. 
Although he was a talented young officer fully qualified, he had 
to pass an examination in the Oriya language, as colloquial 
knowledge of the native tongue was indispensable preliminary 
to the successful attainment of the objective in view. Lt.Hicks 
was finally appointed Commanding Officer of Khurda and 
Balasore Paik Companies. He was invested with the powers of 
suppressing the human sacrifice practised among the Kandhs. 
He accompanied Mills in establishing their authority over the 
rajas, their subjects, and in settling the differences which had 
unhappily existed between the Raja of Boudh and Kandh 
Sardars.®' Hicks was ailowed a staff allowance of Rs.200/- per 
month along with the power of Assistant Superintendent of 
Tributary Mahals.?? 


» Mills requested the Government of Bengal for a suitable 
guard for the Khurda Paik Company to protect the records etc. 
of the covenanted Deputy Collector's Office at Puri as the 
government had earlier declined to sanction any expenses to 
provide accommodation to the uncovenanted officers.® At the 
same time he requested for granting special authority to Lt.Hicks 
for occupying the Circuit House at Balasore. Mills reported that 
such facilities had earlier been extended to the predecessors 
of Lt.Hicks for the purpose of drilling the Paik Company. 
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He had reasons for such indulgence. He pleaded that at the 
time when Captain Hunter was appointed to command the Paik 
Companies, he had then suggested that the Commanding 
Officer might be more usefully employed during the unhealthy 
months (when without great prejudice to health he could not 
live at Khurda) in drilling the Paik Company at Balasore, than 
in idlying his time away at Cuttack. The Government of Bengal, 
at the recommendation of the Commissioner of Cuttack were 
pleased then to add this Balasore Paik Company to Captain 
Hunter's command and authorised him to draw his actual 
travelling charges on occasions of his periodical visits. Captain 
Hunter was shortly succeeded by Lt. West. As the importance of 
keeping this Company in an efficient state was fully set forth, in 
spite of the heavy involvement of expenses on house rent etc.,** 
Lt.Hicks was instructed to furnish a guard of 1 Naik and 4 Sepoys 
for the purpose of guarding the records etc. appertaining to the 
uncovenanted Judges at Puri which were about to be removed 
from the Collector's cutcherry to the building formerly utilised 
as the Pilgrim Tax Office. The Government of Bengal, also on 
the ground of the smallness of the command allowance, 
allowed the Commanding Officer, Paik Company to use the 
Circuit House at Balasore during the period of his deputation 
in dritling the Company attached to that Station. But the case 
of Khurda was different as there was no other house available 
for a residence of the Commanding Officer. 


Like others Lt.Hicks desired to be relieved of his office. 
Mills was now compelled to urge upon the Government of Bengal 
for appointment of a European Officer to command these Paik 
Companies on a permanent basis. He was doubtful whether 
in view of the smallness of the amount of Rs. 100/- per month 
he might induce any individual willing to quit his own regiment to 
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accept the office of Commandant of Paik Companies. Mills, 
therefore, sought permission of the Government of Bengal to 
contact the Officer Commanding the 50th Madras Regiment 
stationed at Cuttack in connection with the nomination of an 
officer of sufficient standing and qualifications to succeed 
Lt.Hicks as the Commanding Officer of the Paik Company. He 
further reported that there were some officers in the Regiment 
who would not object to accept the appointment during the 
period their Corps remained at Cuttack.?® 


As an interim measure, however, Mills directed Lt.Hicks 
to make over charge of the Paik Companies at once to the 
Magistrates of Puri and Balasore. ® Later on Captain Dunlop 
of the 50th Regiment M.N.l. was appointed to the command of 
the Paik Companies. He took over charges from the above 
mentioned magistrates.’® He was provided with all possible 
available facilities along with a permission to build a house for 
his use at Khurda.®® As he was an able and experienced 
officer, his case was recommended to the Government of 
Bengal for his permanence in the command of the Paik 
Companies.3® Mills observed as follows : 


"I further urged that it would be productive of hardship to 
require an officer who only temporarily held the command 
to build a house. In fine it has been my object to maintain 
the discipline and efficiency of this useful corps by 
securing the services of a regimental officer to hold the 
command, an object which | fear cannot be realised if 


the indulgence of free quarters be withheld ...... oe 


Captain Dunlop could no longer be spared by the Madras 
Government. So. F.Gouldsbury, Commissioner of Cuttack, 
requested the Madras Native Infantry to depute another officer 
of intelligence, temper and judgement who would be acquainted 
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with vernacular language of the district and would travel through 
the tributary mahals. Lt. Dinsdale applied for the post.?? 
Gouldsbury recommended his case along with a salary of 
Rs.100/- per month and an additional monthly amount of 
Rs.100/- for the post of Assistant Superintendent of Tributary 
Manhals. Lt. Dinsdale possessed a slight knowledge of Oriya 
language and hence was allowed to employ a Moharir to train 
himself in the native language.® Captain Dunlop tendered his 
resignation as the Commanding Officer of the Paik Companies 
and proceeded to join his Regiment at Vizagapatam. 
Gouldsbury requested Major Bird of Madras Native Infantry to 
allow Lt.Dinsdale to take over the command of the Companies 
immediately.” Dinsdale assumed the charge on 1 July 1847.3 
He was first appointed temporarily and then, in course of six 
months, he was asked to pass the required examination. He 
acquired the prescribed qualification of Adjutant. 


As the apointment of Assistant to the Superintendent of 
Tributary Mahals required litte more than a competent knowledge of 
Oriya (which Dinsdale hoped soon to attain as he had been 
studying that language) the Government of Bengal perhaps 
felt disposed to appoint him to the situation on probation with 
the understanding that if he did not qualify himself within the 
stipulated period mentioned, he would not be confirmed in the 
appointment. Gouldsbury certified that in his knowledge he was 
the only officer in the Regiment possessing the requisite 
qualification whom the appointment could be given. Finally 
the appointment of Lt.Dinsdale was confirmed. 


After Dinsdale, Lt.H.Dixon of 22nd Regiment, M.N.l. 
assumed charge of Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies on 
22 December 1849.3 
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F. Gouldsbury, observed that 'it had lately become the 
practice to promote young men to the higher grades in preference to 
those who had served in the corps for years’. He, therefore, 
instructed Lt. Dixon that the principle of seniority should be 
adhered to as a general rule and that “no man whose turn for 
promotion had arrived should be passed over unless there 
should be some disqualifying circumstances in his case 
sufficiently strong to justify a departure from that rule which 
should be recorded when the promotion was made." The 
Commissioner of Cuttack further instructed Dixon to adhere 
strictly to the principle laid down and to make it general throughout 
the Corps that promotion in future would be regulated accordingly 'as 
there was considerable mis-apprehension in it.'* 


On the subject of the system of promotion adopted in the 
Paik Companies the commissioner further stated that he had 
no desire that there should be any departure from the rules 
laid down in Mills' letter of 28 July 1841 ‘for the appointment of 
Lance Naik which if strictly acted upon, was well calculated to 
improve the efficiency of the Corps.' Moreover, Gouldsbury 
informed Lt. Dixon that he need not, however, confine his 
selection to young men alone, if there were older ones passing 
the requisite qualifications. It would be unfair to pass over. The 
principle of promotion by seniority should be observed as far 
as it could be done consistently with efficiency. Of Course, no 
man should be promoted to the higher ranks ‘who was 
manifestly unfit for it. 


Consequent upon the appointment of the officer of the 
22nd Madras N.l. to command the Khurda and Balasore Paik 
Companies the Commissioner of Cuttack solicited attention to 
the passage quoted in the margin from the orders of the 
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Government of India in the Foreign Department under date 
the 16th September, 1848 (Nos 349 and 350) from which it 
would appear that the command in question should be held by 
an officer of the regiment stationed at Cuttack. The extract from 
paragraph 5 of the Government Resolution said : 


".. but the command of the Corps must continue as at 
present with an officer of the Native infantry Regiment 
stationed at Cuttack.”° 


The Commissioner of Cuttack instructed the Commanding 
Officer, Paik Companies that if there was any necessity for his 
inspecting the detachments at Puri he might proceed for the 
purpose but would not be absent for more than 3 days.“ He 
further allowed Dixon to reside at Balasore during the season 
of the year when Khurda was considered unhealthy. This 
arrangement had already been sanctioned by the government.“? 
Lt. Dixon from his side, forwarded a distribution statement of 
the Khurda Paik Company for the approval of the commissioner. 
The commissioner again, allowed Dixon to make alteration in 
the strength of the detachments at Angul, Puri, Banpur and to 
take care of relieving them as well as the one at Tangi regularly 
every three months. At Angul there would be 40 men, at Puri 
40 men and at Banpur 30 men with the usual complement 
of Native Officers. The commissioner also instructed that 
the number of men absent from the Corps on furlough and on 
leave between musters being so large as a general rule he 
would not allow above 30 men or 10 per company to be absent 


at one time. There shall be a Bugler with the detachment at 
Puri.“ 


Under the orders of the Government of India, the 
Commissioner of Cuttack, requested Lt. Dixon to furnish him 
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with a list of native officers and men of the Khurda and Balasore 
Paik Companies whom he would recommend to be placed on 
the score of their being worn-out and superannuated in order that 
lands might be assigned to them in the government estates of 
Angul and Banki. The following were the proportions of lands 
to be assigned to the several descriptions of invalids. 


“ A Subadar - Rs.100/- 
A Jamadar - Rs.50/- 
A Havildar - Rs.30/- 
A Private - Rs.20/- 


This should be held by them free of rent or any demand what- 
ever during their lives and after their death should pass to their 
heirs under the rules contained in Regulation ! of 1804. The 
following was the proforma :“4 


1 2 3 
Name | Rank | Age | Period of { In what respect | Remarks by 
service | participate for | Commanding 


further active Officer. 
service. 


The Commissioner of Cuttack observed that the grant 
of lands was intended as a substitute for all money payments 
in the shape of pension or gratuities. Dixon opined that six or 
eight months’ pay allowed to men after their discharge from 
service should be discontinued. Due care, however, would be 
taken to select lands in one or two spots so that the men might 
settle together and form village communities. Should any waste 
land fit for immediate cultivation be obtainable, preference 
would be given to them when fixing upon the sites for the grants. 
The commissioner requested Dixon to send the list af such 
men immediately.“ At the same time he submitted for the 
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orders of the Government of Bengal the following draft rules 
on the subject of the lands to be assigned in Banki and Angul 
for the support of the superannuated and worn-out men of the 
Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies : 


"Rule | 


"Rule |i 


"Rule It 


“Rule Iv 


"Rule V 
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That the Establishment of village for the superannuated 
and worn-out men of the Paik Companies and the 
appropriation of lands for their support be at present 
confined to the Government Estates of Ungool and 
Bankee and that no Thannah shall henceforth be 
established without the previous sanction of Government 
obtained thro’ the Commissioner and Superintendent of 
Tributary Mahals, Cuttack." 


That the General Superintendent of the invalid Jagheer 
Establishments shall be vested in the Commissioner and 
Superintendent of Tributary Mahals who shall correspond 
directly with the Government.” 


That a sufficient quantity of waste lands be immediately 
selected for the purpose in Banki and Ungool and that 
an invalid Thannah be Established.” 


That the following proportions of land shall be granted to 
the several descriptions of invalids. 


A Subadar - 100 Beeghas 

A Jamadaqr ¢“ 50 Beeghas ‘ 
A Havildar - ଓ0 Beeghas 

A Naik - ୬୫25 Beeghas 

A Private - ୫2୦0 Beeghas" 


That the invalids shall hold the lands assigned to them, 
free of rent or of any demand whatever during their lives; 


and after their decease the land shall devolve to their 
heirs.” 
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"Rule VI That the heirs of invalids for the first five years after they 
shall come into the possession of land shall pay as rent 
a sum equal to one third of the produce of it." 


“Rule VII That after the expiration of five years the land shall be 
assessed at one half the produce at which rate it shal! 
continue to be held as long as any of the lineal descendants 
of the origina! grantee are left.” 


"Rule VIII That if an invalid die without heirs his land shall be held 
available for grants to freshmen coming upon the 
Establishment.” 


Rute IX Thatif an invalid shall without any reasonable cause leave 
the land uncultivated for one year after it has been 
assigned to him such land shall be deemed forfeited 
and be transferred to other invalids or revert to the 
Government.” 


"Rule X That such native Commissioned Officers and privates 
as shown on their discharge choose to retire to their own 
villages instead of being transferred to the invalid Jagheer 
Establishment shall receive a gratuity according to the 
following scale : 


“A Subadar - 100 Rs.; A Jamadar - 50 Rs.; 

A Havildar - 30 Rs.; A Naik - 25 Rs.; 

A Sepoy - 20 Rs.; and shall not be entitled to any 
further support from Government.” 


The Commissioner of Cuttack explained that he had 
added the last clause because he found that there was unwillingness 
on the part of many of the men to take grants of land at a 
distance from their own homes.® 


The Government of Bengal approved the draft rules of 
the Commissioner of Cuttack regarding invalid Jagheers to be 
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established in the Government Estates of Banki and Angul for 
the support of the superannuated and worn-out men of the 
Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies. The Commissioner of 
Cuttack requested Lt. Digleton, 1/C Temporary Command of 
the Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies to make these rules 
known to the men generally and to inform those whose names 
were given in the list that lands would be assigned to them in 
the proportion specified from the 1st of January next from which 
date they would be struck off the strength of the Corps. 


Digleton was also requested to submit nomination rolls 
of the individuals whom he would recommend for promotion to 
the vacant Subadarships and Jamadarships for approval! of the 
commissioner.“ The Commissioner of Cuttack while forwarding 
a nomination roll of men recommended for promotion to the 
vacant post of Subadar and Jamadar, observed that if the age 
of the nominees had been correctly stated the individuals would 
seem to be even less fitted for active service than those whose 
places they were intended to fill up.” He further observed that 
the great object was to get rid of all worn-out and superannuated 
men and this would certainly not be attained by promoting 
Havildars of 63 and 68 years of age to take the place of Jamadar 
of 55. The Commissioner of Cuttack returned the nomination 
roll for correction or revision as the case might be, and requested 
to insert in the column of remarks the general character of 
each man recommended for promotion.*" Dixon was also 
requested to forward a nomination roll of promotions for the 
Balasore Paik Company.“ 


Gouldsbury forwarded to Lt.Dixon 32 sunnuds to be 
delivered to the discharged native officers and men of the 
Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies who would be put in 
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possession of the lands assigned to them on their applying to 
the Tahasildars of Banki and Angul.** He remarked that as the 
government had already declined granting money pensions to 
any of the men of the Paik Company it would be a fit object for 
grant of land in Banki or Angul.® But complaints were received 
from the Subadar, Commanding the detachment in Angul that 
the men of the Paik Company had not received their pay for 
the month of August. Hence the Commissioner of Cuttack 
required the reasons of such delay in payment and ordered 
that the amount be sent to them forthwith.5! Instructions had 
already been sent to the Tahasildar of Angu!l for supply of drinking 
water and providing hospital facilities to the detachment of Paiks 
at Angul.°? Orders were also passed for supply of better 
description of rice to the men.” 


Lt. Dixon applied for leave of absence. So the Commissioner 
of Cuttack requested Major McLeod, Commanding Officer, 
Cuttack, to nominate any duly qualified officer of the 30th Regiment, 
M.N.l. whose service could be conveniently spared for the time 
to conduct the duties of the Commandant of Paik Companies 
during the absence of Dixon.™ The Government of Bengal was 
informed of the matter.” Lt. Dixon was granted leave of absence 
for two months from 15 November 1850 on private affairs.’ 
Lt.Digleton was chosen as the officer to be in charge during 
the absence of Lt.Dixon, as he was in every way qualified for 
the post.” Dixon was requested to make over charge of the 
Paik Companies to Lt. Digleton.5# The Government of Bengal 
was intimated that Lt.Dixon desired to be relieved to go on 
leave with effect from 25 November 1850.5° Government orders 
were accordingly communicated to Dixon and Digleton.®® 
But Dixon returned from leave and resumed his duties 
on 25 January 1851.6! 
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Two years later, the Commissioner of Cuttack made a 
proposal for reorganising the Khurda and Balasore Paik Companies 
and rixing their headquarters either at Cuttack or Khurda, and 
brought it to the notice of the Government of Bengal.® The 
Government of Bengal approved the draft rules for the 
reorganisation and discipline of the Paik Companies and 
requested the commissioner to give his remarks or suggestions 
thereon which might seem to be necessary to the government. 
The first 4 sections embodying as they did, his own suggestions 
for the reorganisation of the Corps had of course his full 
concurrence. The Commissioner of Cuttack anticipated great 
advantage if the headquarters were fixed at Cuttack and an 
European Surgeant Major was appointed to the Paik Corps. 


The proposed rules for the control of payment and 
discipline of the Corps which the Commissioner of Cuttack 
observed were based on those drawn up by W. Blunt in 1823 
with the modifications introduced by A.J.M. Mills in 1841 and 
some other improvements appeared to meet the object in view. 
The following were the only alterations which he thought, might 
be made therein. 


“Rule Ii - 4th In the draft rule it is stated that ‘the companies will 
be liable to be employed in any part of the district of 
Cuttack.' | would substitute for word ‘district’ the 
province of Cuttack including the Tributary Manhals." 


“Rule VIII - 5th The discretionary power vested in the Magistrate to 
direct the discharge of newly enlisted individuals 
ought | think to be exercised under the control of 
the Commissioner." 


“Rule IX - 6th The principle laid down in the next two sections for 
regulating promotion to the ranks of Subadar and 
Jamadar ought ! conceive to be followed by the 
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Commanding Officer in promoting to the grades of 
Naik and Havildar i.e. the senior next on the list if 
properly qualified should invariably have the 
preference and if when one or more of the seniors 
are passed over the special reasons for doing so 
should be recorded a capricious exercise of the 
descretion vested in the commanding officer as 
regards promotion to these grades in more likely to 
cause discontent in the Corps than almost anything 
else.” 


“Aule XIII - 7th It has been objected that no specific punishment is 
presented in the general regulations for the senior 
military officers of mutiny, desertion etc. when 
unaccompanied by breach of the peace to obviate 
such objections the punishment which the Magistrate 
is competent to award for such officers might be 
defined.” 


“Rule XV - 8th The power vested in the Magistrate by this section 
ought | conceive to be exercised subject to the 
control of the Commissioner to whom an appeal 
should be in all cases of suspension and dismissal.” 


“Rule XVilI-9th {| would add a clause to this rule to the effect that no 
more than 8 men per company are to have leave of 
absence at one time.” 


"Rule‘XIX-10th- This rule as it stands could only be observed as 
regards the office and men with the Headquarters 
of the corps. The sick of the detachments at Pooree, 
Balasore and Khurda must be sent to the Hospitals 
at those stations for medical treatment and temporary 
native doctors should be entertained for the detachment 
at Ungool, Banpur etc.” 


The remaining draft rules seem to call for no 
remarks."® 
77 
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Lt. Dixon again applied for 4 months leave of absence on 
account of urgent private affairs. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
requested the Government of Bengal to appoint Lt. Thurburn, 
the Quarter Master of the 42nd Regiment, M.N.l. for a temporary 
period. If it was not possible, Major Mcleod of the same regiment 
might be requested for the post.“ Major Mcleod of 42nd 
Regiment, M.N.l. was appointed by the government to officiate 
as Commandant of the Paik Companies. in the event of Lt. Dixon 
having left Balasore, the Magistrate of Cuttack was requested 
to make over the commanding of the Corps together with the 
books of the office, to Major Mcleod and to call upon the former 
officer to state on what date he availed himself on his leave of 
absence and why he quitted his post without making over formal 
charge to his successor.® But there came a change of mind 
with Lt. Dixon in regard to his leave of absence.® He returned 
to Cuttack on 3 December 1853 and requested that the 
unexpired portion of his leave might be cancelled. The leave 
granted to him had commenced on 12 October 1853 on the 
date he left Balasore.” 


The Magistrate of Balasore was provided with a copy of 
the rules for the organisation and management of the Orissa 
Paik Company, passed by the Most Hon'ble the Governor of 
Bengal.® For the management of the Orissa Paik Company, 
the Commissioner of Cuttack, with reference to Section 3 of 
the New Rules, intimated the Government of Bengal that quarters 
had been prepared in the Barracks at Chauliaganj for the 
accommodation of the European Sergeant Major.®? 


In 1855 the Officer Commanding the Paik Company 
complained to the Commissioner of Cuttack that men of the 
Paik Corps had been punished by the Magistrate of Balasore 
‘without any intention of the sentence on offence having been 
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conveyed to the officer.’ The Commissioner of Cuttack 
cautioned the magistrate and instruced him to be careful 
whenever he punished a Paik and to report the case to the 
Magistrate of Cuttack. Moreover, the Commissioner observed : 


"The Commission of an offence against the jail rules by 
any member of the Paik Guard is punishable by you in 
precisely the same way as if it had been committed by a 
Barkandaz. The only difference on point of form is that if 
you consider the many dismissal from the Corps to be 
necessary you must report the circumstances to the 
Magistrate of Cuttack for communication to the 
Commandant of the Paik Company who with the sanction 
of the Magistrate will pass the necessary orders.””° 


In June 1857 during the period of Sepoy Mutiny, to a 
letter of the Magistrate of Balasore, the Commissioner of 
Cuttack observed that he did not anticipate any necessity for 
the posting of Paik Guards along the road, which in fact, would 
provoke collision without being of much real service. He also 
remarked that many petty occurrences every day occurred 
which could be amicably settled by the ordinary police, but if 
small parties of Paiks armed with muskets and bayonets at 
hand pressed into service, things would assume a more serious 
nature. Even also to tackle more heinous disturbances the paiks 
so numerically small and absent from efficient command would 
not be able to effect much good and their dispersion, on the 
other hand, might prove occasion of inconvenience. The Paik 
Companies were numerically insufficient for the duties devolving 
upon them and there were only 21 efficient men at the headquarters 
and the district of Puri required to be strengthened on the 
occasion of the approaching festival at Knurda. There was only 
a small detachment here. Hence Paiks should not be posted 
as guards along the roads.” 


79 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Last days of the Oriya Militia 


A petition came from Jagannath Dora, Subadar of the 
Paik Company at Balasore. Herein also were representations 
of the Paik Guards under Jagannath Dora. The petition was 
written in flawed English which could not carry real meaning of 
the petitioners. The petition should have been sent to the 
commanding officer directly. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
observed: 


"I am sure that it was not your intention to overlook the 
direct authority of Lt. Blunt and ! think that you will agree 
with me in opinion that it is our joint duty. More especially at 
present to do all in our power to maintain due respect 
and subordination on the part of all servants of the state 
employed on duties similar to those for the performance 
of which the Orissa Paik Companies are maintained." 


He further observed that 'the effect however of receiving this 
petition, worded as it was, and in the English language not 
addressed to the Commanding Officer and not forwarded 
direct to him must tend to operate towards a weakening of his 
authority.' Hence the petition of Jagannath was sent to Lt. A. Blunt, 
Commandant of the Orissa Paik Companies, to take further 
notice of the representations as they appeared to deserve.”? 
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The Government of Bengal framed many rules and 
regulations, and adopted procedures from time to time regarding 
maintenance of discipline, award of punishments and promotions 
in the Orissa Paik Company. Disciplinary actions were taken 
against the employees for gross misconduct and violation of 
rules. On this ground Balabhadra Dora, Havildar and Lingaraj 
Dora, Naik of the Khurda Paik Company were dismissed from 
service.! Salabat Khan, Subadar of the Paik Company was 
found guilty of misconduct and hence was removed from the 
job.? At the same time Guruna Dora, Naik was promoted to the 
rank of Havildar. Sheikh Datua, a Sepoy, was promoted as Naik. 
Sheik Mansoor, another Sepoy was promoted as Naik.’ Sunila 
Guala, Naik of the Paik Company was dismissed from the 
service.* The Jamadar of the Paik Company was suspended 
from service.’ Investigations were made against him and 
witnesses were asked to attend the case.° Jawahar Singh, 
Jamadar of the Paik Company, who was suspended from 
Service, was asked to come to the office of the commissioner 
for interrogation. In the past his conduct had not been satisfactory 
when disturbance occurred at Puri. So he was dismissed and 
declared incapable of holding employment under the government 
in any capacity. Lt. Col. Tod and Thomas Pakenham were in 
charge of the investigation and interrogation.” The Commissioner 
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of Cuttack authorised the Magistrate of Southern Division at 
Puri to make necessary alterations in the Paik Company. He 
ordered the subordinate authorities to entertain an additional 
Havildar and a Naik instead of filling up the vacant situation of 
Jamadar, and to promote Nanda Ram, Naik to the rank of 
Havildar and Peer Mohammed and Raghunath Dora to that of 
Naik.® 


Under the peculiar circumstances of the case and on the 
recommendations of the Commissioner of Cuttack and the 
Magistrate of Khurda, the Governor-General in Council was 
pleased to grant a pension ot Rs.20/- per month to Salabat 
Khan, Late Subadar of the Paik Company of the Southern 
Division, Cuttack. This grant was a special one and not to be 
considered a precedent for similar persons in future. In general 
principle the length of service of the individual would not entitle 
him to the indulgence and the circumstances of his dismissal 
would render its grant unadvisable and woutd have a tendency 
to weaken the authority and encourage insubordination. The 
government mentioned that the grant should be considered as 
founded on consideration of political expediency with reference 
to the rank of the individual and services he rendered to the 
government at the time of Khurda rebellion in 1817. Payment 
of pension would start from 17 April 1832. A descriptive roll of 
Salabat Khan was forwarded to the Accountant General at 
Calcutta.® Salabat Khan was a Subadar of the Paik Company. 
In consequence of his disrespectful and insubordinate conduct 
shown to Ensign G.B. Paton he was dismissed from service. 
His dismissal was an exemplary punishment for others. However, 
he made a representation and was granted a pension.!® 


A.J.M. Mills, Commissioner of Cuttack, recommended a 
pension of Rs.10/- per month to Damodar Singh, Subedar of 
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the Orissa Paik Company, for his meritorious service in drilling 
the persons of the Company.” The Government of Benga! 
sanctioned the pension in favour of Damodar Singh.’ A pension 
of Rs.3-5-4 per month was recommended by the Magistrate of 
Khurda in favour of Latchman Dora, Havildar of the Khurda 
Paik Company, who was incapacitated for further service. 
Latchman Dora had been enlisted in the Paik Company since 
17 August 1819. His length of service entitled him under the 
rules to one third of his monthly salary calculated on an average 
of 5 years previous to the date of the application. Mills, however, 
recommended to Government of Bengal for a grant of pension 
to Latchman Dora at the rate of Rs.3.3-2%2 per month.’ He 
also recommended for superannuation pension in favour of one 
Havildar and two Sepoys which were subsequently sanctioned 
by the Government of Bengal. 


The sepoys who were removed from the Cuttack Legion 
to the Khurda Paik Company, on their first enlistment were given 
promise of pension by the then officer-in-charge of ttre Paik 
Company. After 16 years of service, in 1835, Captain 
Drummond, Commanding Officer of the Paik Company informed 
these men that they were no longer to consider themselves 
entitled to pensions unless they served for twenty years. Some 
rulas were also drawn up by W.Blunt, but there was no mention 
of pension in it . However, Salabat Khan was granted a pension 
of Rs.20/- on 10 July 1832. Two Sepoys, Janardan Singh and 
Latchman Dora got Rs. 15/- and Rs.3-3-2¥2 respectively on 20 
January 1839 and 26 May 1840.“ Sheikh Manhar, Havildar of 
Khurda Paik Company made a petition for grant of gratuity equal 
to the salary for six months in lieu of pension. But the 
Government of Bengal refused to pay such an allowance as 
the same had not been given earlier to others.!® 
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Raghunath Dora, Jamadar and Jagannath Dora, Havildar 
of the Paik Company were promoted to the rank of Subadar 
and Jamadar respectively in succession to Subadar Sworup 
Ghens.!¢ Sheikh Mamooree, Havildar and Sadhu Singh, Sepoy 
of 1st Company, proved themselves unfit for further service 
after they exceeded twenty years. They were granted a monthly 
pension of Rs.3-5-4 and Rs.2-0-0 respectively. Also they were 
granted one third instead of one half of their salaries as pension, 
calculating five years preceding the date of their application.” 
Mills recommended to the Government of Bengal that a gratuity 
equivalent to 6 months' pay should be given to the Havildar 
and the two discharged sepoys. At the same time he requested 
the government that the non-commissioned officers be granted 
the following sums: 


‘Subedar, Rs.30/- per month 
Jamadar, Rs.15/- per month 
Havildar, Rs.10/- per month’ 


Mills remarked that unquestionably it was a good policy to 
extend the Civil Pension Rules. Officers receiving Rs. 10/- and 
upwards, obtained superannuation pensions. If this indulgence 
would be granted, Mills observed that the petitioner Sheikh 
Manhar would be entitied to a pension and also Lachman Dora 
who held the same position and drew the same salary, was 
entitled to superannuation pension.’ Strangely Captain Dunlop, 
Commanding Officer of the Paik Company, was instructed that 
a sepoy of the Paik Company would not be entitled to pension 
and such sepoys should be given discharge certificates."® 


Contumacious conduct of the Sepoys was seriously 
viewed. The Paik Company was cantoned within the Regulation 
District and the cognizance of all crimes committed by the men 
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of the Company were seriously viewed. Prisoners were sent to 
the Magistrate for trial and at the same time investigations were 
made regarding their conduct.®® The Commissioner of Cuttack 
recommended for imprisonment of Ram Prasad Mishra for his 
contumacious conduct. Mills demanded compliance report from 
Captain Dunlop in connection with misconduct of Jamadar 
Jagannath Dora of the Paik Company. He further required 
information relating to the period of service of Jagannath Dora 
and the reasons for his being utterly useless as a native 
officer. Mills also sought a medical examination report regarding 
his infirmity and inefficiency. Captain Dunlop was authorised 
to dismiss Jagannath Dora from his service. 


Lt. J. Dinsdale who succeeded Captain Dunlop, forwarded 
a list of men of the Balasore and Khurda Paik Companies to be 
discharged from services on account of old age and misconduct. 
Gouldsbury, Commissioner of Cuttack, felt reluctant to authorise 
the discharge of any of them merely on account of old age, sO 
long as they were capable of performing active service. He 
called for medical reports about the persons like Subedar 
Jagannath Dora, Havildar Chinta Singh, Havildar Manhara 
Singh, Naiks Tewary, Binod Singh and Ram Singh. The 
Commissioner of Cuttack was convinced that Jokan Ram and 
Seetal Mishra, two Sepoys, were physically incapacitated for 
further employment, and some others were of bad conduct 
and hence were unfit for employment. Their names were struck 
off the rolls of the Corps and their places were filled up by 
efficient men. Gouldsbury appreciated and approved the action 
of the Commandant of Paik Companies and of the Magistrate 
of Balasore in dismissing men of the Balasore Paik Company 
for their bad conduct.?® At the same time he approved the 
recommended list of recruitments and promotions of the persons 
in the Corps as prepared by the Commanding Officer. 
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The Commissioner of Cuttack, while approving the 
discharge of Subedar Mituri Singh of Balasore Paik Company 
for incapacity, remarked that before sanctioning such an extreme 
measure of discharge of an officer of Mituri Singh's rank and 
length of service, J. Dinsdale should have furnished a complete 
report on the subject specifying the particular instances in which 
he had evinced unfitness for command, his present age and 
whether he was incapacitated for further employment by bodily 
or mental infirmity. Dinsdale was requested to forward a nomination 
roll agreeably to Rule - 4 that had been proposed by Mills and 
approved by the government on 3 November 1844.** Dinsdale 
was further requested to call upon Mituri Singh for an explanation 
for his conduct iin the two instances referred to by him and to 
forward the same for perusal of the commissioner along with 
any remarks he might think it necessary to offer. The Commissioner 
of Cuttack thought it also better and satisfactory to have the 
opinion of the Magistrate of Balasore in regard to general character 
of Subadar and manner of conducting his duties since he had 
been at that station.® The removal of the Subedar to Khurda 
was sanctioned as a temporary arrangement. Dinsdale was 
requested to report further regarding the Subedar's fitness for 
command after he had sufficient time at Khurda to enable him 
to judge.?®° One Ram Swain, a Private of the Paik Company 
was suspended from service as he assaulted another man.’ 
Lokanath Singh, a dismissed sepoy of the Company made a 
petition.®® Similar petitions from several native officers and 
sepoys were received by the Commissioner of Cuttack. The 
commissioner requested Lt. Dixon, Commanding Officer, Paik 
Company to report upon these petitions. 


F. Gouldsbury was not satisfied with the explanation 
submitted in respect of Jayram Singh, a Sepoy of the Paik Company. 
Hence his petition was returned.™® The commissioner, 
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however, communicated his views on the petition of Jayram 
Singh to the Commanding Officer, Khurda and Balasore Paik 
Companies as follows : 


“If one of the Havildars or Nayaks of the Balasore 
Company were found unfit for the duty of Khote Havildar 
at that station, you were of course justified in selecting a 
man from the Khurda Company for the post. | am quite 
aware of the inefficiency of the present Soobedar and 
Jamadar at Balasore and were any pension or gratuity 
allowed by government | would not hesitate to sanction 
their discharge as | consider it very detrimental to the 
efficiency of the Corps to retain native officers after 


they became superanuated.”" 


The commissioner further reported that the petition of 
Sheikh Calley, Sepoy, had been rejected and he had been told 
that if he brought such litigations and unfounded complaints in 
future he would be discharged from service.?? 


Subedar Raghunath Dora applied for his discharge from 
service. But in his application he had made some allegations 
against the establishment. So Lt. Dixon was requested to furnish 
a report on it and at the same time Raghunath Dora was asked 
to attend the office of the Commissioner of Cuttack.” Further, 
Dixon,was requested to direct certain other individuals to 
appear before the commissicner to give evidence in the cases 
of Subedar Sonai Rout, Jamadar Bhagaban Singh, Havildar 
Jagannath Dora who were witnesses when Raghunath Dora 
had offered a bribe of Rs.20/-, Rs.30/- and Rs.60/- to Lt. Dixon. 
The Commissioner of Cuttack observed : 


“ I cannot refrain from expressing my surprise that you 
should have allowed such a serious offence on the part 
of a native officer as the tender of bribe to his Commandantto 
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pass without taking immediate steps to bring the offender 
to punishment. In such a case the proper course would 
have been to place Subedar Raghunath Dora under 
arrest and report all the circumstances of the case to 
me for orders instead of which you contented yourself 
with allowing him to apply for his discharge leaving it to 
be entorced that he had committed no fault.™ 


Gouldsbury heard from Subedar Sonai Rout and Jamadar 
Bhagaban Singh regarding the case of Subedar Raghunath 
Dora and made the following remarks : 


"“ On the 10th instant you reported to me simply that the 
Subedar had applied for his discharge leaving it to be 
inferred that the application perfectly voluntary on his 
part and that there were no circumstances connected 
with it which would operate as a barto its being accepted. 
On the 12th instant the Subedar forwarded a petition to 
me complaining that undue influence had been made 
use of to compel him to tender his resignation and that a 
conspiracy to deprive him of his situation had been got 
up between Jamadar Bhagaban Singh, Havildar 
Jagannath Dorah and your English writer, which latter 
individual, he said, was in the habit of taking bribes from 
the men of the corps." 


"Your {etter of the 16th Instant corroborates in a great 
measure the statement of the Subedar for it appears that 
he was only prevailed upon to apply for his discharge by 
the threat of being handed upto me and dismissed with 
disgrace of misconduct. This misconduct it appears, 
consisted in his having been absent from his post in 
Ungoo! on the arrival of the detachment under the command 
of Jamadar Bhagaban Singh sent to relieve him. He 
appears to have prevaricated a good dea! when questioned 
by you as to the cause of his absence, which from his 
own admission betore me seems to have been occasioned 
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by his having gone in search of some buffaloes which he 
had purchased in Ungool whether his offence was such 
as would if reported to me, have involved his dismissal 
with disgrace is a question which should have been left 
for me to decide. You had no warrant for giving the 
Subedar to understand that such would be the inevitable 
consequence of your reporting his conduct to me and 
consequently you made use of unjustifiable means to 
induce him to ask for his discharge while by suppressing 
the real facts of the case in your letter reporting the 
circumstance you misled me into the belief that his 
application was entirely spontaneous." 


"So far however from his having any desire to resign 
his post he appears as a last reserve to have had the 
temerity to offer a bribe to his commanding officer to be 
allowed to retain it and | must say that it has caused me 
no little surprise to find that this insult to a British Officer 
has been allowed to pass without proper steps having 
been taken by you to mark your sense of it before the 
other native officers and the men of the corps. | observe 
too that you have taken no measures to ascertain the 
truth or otherwise of the serious charge of taking money 
from the men which has been brought against the writer 
who it was is your private servant and as such ought not 
to have been employed in matters connected with the 
.Corps. | understand from Captain Walker that similar 
complaints were made to him against this man and | 
accordingly request that you will institute immediate and 
searching enquires into the matter and report the result 


to me.“ 


The commissioner while reporting this matter to the 
Government of Bengal,” requested Lt. Dixon to state fully and 
explicitly his reasons for considering Subedar Reghunath Dora 
to be totally unfit for any rank, and also to explain at the same 
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time how it happened that 'a person described to be so utterly 
incompetent for command attained his present position of 
Subedar.' Dixon was further asked to state in what respect the 
conduct of Raghunath Dora on command failed to give 
satisfaction and what proof was there of his having misconducted 
himself.3” Major McLeod, Commanding Officer, Cuttack was 
requested to obtain the opinion of Captain Walker regarding 
his fitness. This was in connection with Raghunath Dora. 
Finally, the Commissioner of Cuttack issued orders and made 
his observations on the case of Raghunath Dora as follows : 


"Adverting to the circumstances attending the Subedar's 
verbal application for his discharge as explained ........ | 
cannot but consider that application as a nullity and | 
shall proceed to pass such orders as the conduct of the 


Subedar in quitting his post at Ungoo! etc. appears to 
call for ." 


“It appears from the evidence of Bhagaban Singh, 
Jamadar that when he arrived with the relieving detachment 
at Poketungah in Ungool at 9% a.m. of the 22nd May 
last the Subedar was absent from his post and did not 
return fill 4 hours afternoon on 1% p.m. of the same day. 
Moreover it appears that when you questioned the 
Subadar on the subject on his return to Khurda, he was 
not consistent in his replies alleging at one time that he. 
returned to his post at 10% a.m., at another at 11 a.m. 
and at a third, at noon. For this offence | conceive that 
the Subadar will be sufficiently punished by suspension 


from rank and pay from the 10th June upto the present 
time...” 


“ | do not consider it necessary to take any further notice 
of his conduct in offering you a bribe as it was the result 
of your proceedings towards him and he appears to have 
been quite unconscious of the impropriety of the act. 
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Moreover, he asserts that he was advised to it by Subedar 
Sonai Rout and the {iatter ....... was the person who 
communicated the offer to you although Sonail Rout 
himself states that the offer was made through the 


English Writer."38 


In regard to the alleged unfitness of the Subedar for 
command, the commissioner observed that the Subedar had 
held that rank for eight years and had never before been 
reported as incompetent, and it would be unfair in the absence 
of any proof of incapacity to deprive him of it. The commissioner 
further questioned the Subedar as to the grounds of his ascertain 
that the writer was in the habit of taking money from the Sepoys 
and asked to annex a copy of his deposition in which certain 
parties were named by him as having given bribes to that 
individual. The commissioner finally requested Lt.Dixon that 
with the clue thus afforded he would be doubtless able to 
institute such enquiries as would enable him to arrive at the 
truth of the matter.3 


F. Gouldsbury then forwarded to the Government of 
Bengal the cases relating to the English writer who had taken 
bribe from the men of the Paik Companies and the case of 
Subedar Raghunath Dora.’ Dixon was at the same time 
authorised to be competent authority for the dismissal of Sepoy 
and to call for explanation from the men of the Paik Companies*’ for 
onward transmission to the Government of Bengal.“ In the 
matter relating to these cases, the Commissioner of Cuttack 
remarked that although the evidences taken by Dixon in 
support of the charge against the English writer of taking bribe, 
might not be sufficient for the conviction of the accused before 
a Court of Justice, still it was calculated to create a strong 
suspicion against him and as he was not borne on the public 
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establishment and it was for obvious reasons objectionable that 
a private servant should be employed. The Commanding 
Officer was requested not to employ such persons in future on 
such duties connected with Corps. It would appear from what 
had been elicited that this writer had been in the habit of 
recommending men for promotion. The Commissioner of Cuttack 
observed that such a practice was sure to lead to abuse. 


The Officer Commanding the Paik Company was asked 
to enquire and report on the petition received from Laddu Dora, 
Sepoy of the Khurda Paik Company.“ Instructions were issued 
to the commandant regarding employment of private servants 
on duties connected with the Corps. The writer might be enlisted 
as a private or, that an application might be made to the 
government for an allowance of Rs.15/- per month for an officer 
of that description.“® 


There were several cases of complaints against the men 
of the Paik Company. In one case Sib Saran Singh, a Subedar, 
had affixed his signature to the letter of recommendation 
forwarded to the Officer Commanding Paik Company at 
Balasore. Sib Saran Singh pleaded his ignorance of the contents 
of the letter. The Jamadar stated that he put his mark to it at 
the desire of his superior officer who had told Mr. Lowth that 
Sib Saran Singh had a better claim to the Khote Havildarship 
than the man, Sancothe Pandey who was acting and was aware 
that the paper contained a recommendation in favour of Sib 
Saran Singh. The Commissioner of Cuttack reported that under 
these circumstances he could not concur with the Officer 
Commanding the Paik Company in deeming Sib Saran Singh 
guilty of having wilfully misied the Subadar much less of having 
forged his signature and hence he might be reinstated.“° The 
commissioner returned the original petitions of Man Singh and 
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Hari Singh.*” Dixon could not place satisfactory explanation on 
the petition of Laddu Dora as he could not conduct a proper 
enquiry. There were allegations against the writer of Lt. Dixon. 
The commissioner, therefore warned Dixon in matters of such 
complaints and reminded him of his duty towards his superiors.“ 
Moreover, he submitted to the Government of Bengal a report 
in which it was stated that the petitioner Man Singh had been 
reduced from the rank of Naik to that of a Private for disobedience of 
order and that the other petitioner Hari Singh was discharged 
for obtaining leave under false pretexts. With regard to Man 
Singh's complaint, the Commissioner of Cuttack, instead of 
investigating his case, transferred his petition to Lt. Dixon. 
He explained that all such petitions were as a matter of course 
forwarded on the first instance to the commanding officer for 
report. To enquire into them without calling for such a report 
would be virtually to set aside the commanding officer's authority 
which he had no desire to do. There had been a good many 
complaints from the native officers and men of the Khurda and 
Balasore Paik Companies, all of which had been enquired into 
and redress afforded wherever there was good reason to 
believe that justice had not been done by the commandant. In 
the present instance he did not see any reason for interfering 
with the orders of Lt. Dixon.® On the other hand, Dixon was 
probvided with all the correspondences and communications 
relating to petitions of Man singh and Hari Singh.*' 


Lt.Dixon, passed a sentence of imprisonment for 4 months 
in the case of Sibnarain Singh, Lance Naik of the 3rd Khurda 
Company. The Commissioner of Cuttack interfered in this matter 
as Dixon had exceeded his power.’? Dixon was asked to 
furnish an explanation with reference to the allegation contained 
in the urzee of Daitari Singh, Khote Havildar of the Khurda 
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Paik Company.” The explanation submitted by Havildar Major 
Daitari Singh regarding payment of Rs 30/- as advance by him 
to the English Writer was neither complete nor satisfactory. 
The Havildar Major distinctly declared that on 18 April 1850 he 
paid the writer Rs.15/- by order of Lt. Dixon, out of the sum of 
Rs.42-12 which was kept in deposit in the Treasury Chest on 
account of "Stoppage Money" for forage cups supplied to the 
Sepoys, and that on 13 June 1850 he made a further payment 
of Rs. 15/- to the same individual under the same authority but 
that neither of these sums had been refunded by Lt. Dixon. 
The Commissioner of Cuttack requested the Officer Commanding 
Paik Company that he would be pleased to ascertain from 
the Havildar Major if he held any orders from Lt.Dixon for the 
above payments and if so, he was to forward them for the 
inspection of the commissioner together with the writer's receipts 
for the amount.” Gouldsbury observed that as the Havildar 
Major could produce no written order from Lt. Dixon for this 
disbursement of public money in his charge he was clearly 
responsible for the amount, should he require to make it good 
forthwith.°® The Commanding Officer also explained under 
which circumstances the petitioners were transferred to the 
invalid jagir establishment. But the petitioners on their part 
refused to take the lands assigned to them on the plea of their 
being natives of the Upper Provinces and reportedly begged to 
have money as cash payment of lands nearer to their own 
country. Hence the petitions were returned.’ 


Naik Rangappa Dora was dismissed from service for his 
double offence. First, at his connivance the treasury was sent 
to the house of Podar instead of to the Collector's Cutcherry or 
to the Thana. Secondly, he made a false statement before the 
government when questioned on the subject. The Commissioner 
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of Cuttack instructed Lt. Dixon, that the name of Rangappa 
Dora would cease to be borne on the rolls of the Paik Company 
with effect from 6 May 1851.37” Surman Singh, Sepoy of the 
Balasore Paik Company, was convicted of offering bribe with 
a view to obtain influence of the servants of the Commanding 
Officer, Paik Company, in procuring the situation of Naik. He 
was dismissed from service. Sepoy Dwaraka Pandey was also 
punished. Some other dismissed native officers and men of 
the Paik Companies made petitions to the Government of 
Bengal stating the fact that they were not examined by the 
medical officers before their dismissal from service. The 
Commissioner of Cuttack requested Lt. Dixon to comply it 
immediately and report for onward transmission to the 
government.’ He observed that these petitioners could have 
been examined by the Civil Surgeon of Cuttack. In the 
meanwhile, Lt. Dixon had quitted his position at Khurda.® But 
he had insisted that these men ought to be examined by a 
committee ‘as it was not so much their bodily as mental! 
deficiency that he complained of'.°' The Commissioner of 
Cuttack, therefore, requested Major McLeod, Commanding 
Officer at Cuttack to form a committee to assemble at Cuttack 
for the purpose of examining and reporting upon certain native 
officers and men of that Corps and transfer them to invalid 
establishment. 


F. Gouldsbury, was astonished and unhappy with Lt. Dixon 
who had left Knurda for Balasore without intimating him. He brought 
to the notice of the Government of Benga! such behaviour on the 
part of Dixon. However, Dixon was asked to furnish that officer 
with a nominal roll of the individuals to be examined and to 
have assembled at Cuttack with as little delay as possible.® 
Gouldsbury reported the whole matter to the Government of 
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Bengal that Lt. Dixon had not only quitted his post at Khurda in 
open disregard of the instructions sent to him but after having 
stopped at Cuttack and applied to him for orders, had left that 
station without waiting for a reply to his reference whereby no 
little delay and confusion ‘would be caused as regards the 
examination oi the discharged men. He finally reported to the 
government thus : 


"The accompanying correspondence will prove the facts 
above stated upon what it is unnecessary for me to 
comment further than to remark that if a subordinate 
officer is to be allowed to obey only such orders as suit 
his own convenience there must be an end of discipline."® 


In fact, Lt. Dixon was allowed to proceed to Balasore in the 
month of June to reside there during the rainy season. He was 
asked to be guided by the rules during the period of his 
residence at Khurda and Balasore respectively. The rule said : 


"The Commandant of the Paik Companies will reside at 
Khurda during 8 months of the year (from the 1st November 
to the 30th June), and at Balasore during the remaining 
4 (from ist July to 31st October) months reporting the 
dates of his arrival and departure to the Commissioners." 


As the headquarters of the Corps under the recent order of the 
government would be held at Khurda from November till June 
each year, Lt.Dixon ought to have joined that station on his 
return from leave, instead of stopping at Balasore. However, 
as there appeared to have been a misunderstanding on the 
part of Lt.Dixon, arising from his having been permitted to take 
charge from Lt. Digleton last year at Balasore, the Commissioner 
of Cuttack should not object on the present occasion to his 
receiving charge from Lt. Pulley in the manner suggested by 
Lt.Dixon. The commissioner cautioned that this permission 
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was not fo be considered: asa precédent in-future. Dixon was 
allowed to proceed } Khurda withthe least pradlicable delay as 
the présence of the. cafmimapding Officer wAsurgently required 
there for tHe purpose: of dill. 35 HE was ihformed-aBout the 
inspection of the Paik Gonpafies Lt. Dixorrtogk over chargé 
from {it.. Pulley on 44 February $882. 6 


- Raja Rams; aBepoy of the Pail Coan: was dismissed 
fromthe service. Bt. Puttey, ificiating:Conimarding Officer of 
the -Paik Company, was instrugted to strike-off the name of 
Raja Ram from the roll of the Corps: The Subagar was Asked 
to report regarding the conduct of Raja Ram who was on 
detachment duty in Nayagarh, and to recommend if it could 
be reprimanded.” Raja Ram was discharged from the. duty 
as he had demanded cloths from a shop-keeper at Htamaty in 
Nayagamh without making tull payment. He was, moreove. a 
man of disrest =. ‘able And dissipated habits and contrary to 
orders he had introduced an abandoned woman into the 
camp. His dismissal was an exemplary one.® Laxity of discipline 
in the Paik Companywasa great concern for the government. 
Stringent orders were. passed prohibiting the sepoys fram 
incurring debts to the people. ‘Lt. Pulfey handed over the 
prisongrs:to the. Magistrate of Cuttack for triad under general 
reguahon for the smooth mags moe: atthe Paiks.® 


frsubsrdinatiokand ingolatton-were geverély dealt with. 
A trial was héld at Khajurpara-On 25 sjanyary 1856. inavhich 
Upna Dora: ‘Sepoy of the-Paik Company, was: cenvicted of 
refusing, when on- .servige, tg obey the orders. nf the Havidar, 
Commanding thesParty,to which he was attaghed, and being 
grossly insolent on thes same oécasion to tha’ Naik of the 
Compatiy through whori the otdet WAS eéonveyed for his 
dismissal from the servive and hesould undergo one year's 
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imprisonment with labour but without irons. Guzar Khan and 
Dharam Khan were on the same occasion convicted of 
disobedience, when on service, of orders of their Havildar 
and were dismissed trom the service. Kanthia Dora, Havildar, 
was also convicted of taking steps to enforce obedience and 
on other charges. All these sentences would take effect from 
the date of the trial at Khajurpara, excepting the sentences 
awarded to Upna Dora which would commence from 13 February 
1856. Major Hillersdon was asked to read out these orders at 
the headquarters of every detachment in the Corps. The result 
of the trial was conveyed to him in which some sepoys of the 
Paik Company were punished and dismissed from service for 
insubordination and insolence.”® in May 1858 Sheikh Hossain, 
a Private of the Paik Company was dismissed from service. 
Similarly Subadar Sonai Rout, Jamadar Lalsa Tewari and 
Havildar Adhar Dhobe were dismissed from service in June of 
the same year. Adhar Dhobe challenged the dismissal 
order of Lt. A. Blunt, Commanding Officer, Paik Company, 
on the ground of violation of rules in vogue.” The old rules 
clearly stated as follows : 


“The power of dismissal at all seemed to be expressly 
assigned by the rules for the management of the corps 
to the Magistrate of Cuttck only. The nature of the neglect 
of duty was not here mentioned clearly. If it was of a 
simple nature and committed by any excepting the native 
officers, the punishment rest under Rule XVII with the 
Commanding Officer. On conviction, however, of grave 
offences of a military nature or of oppression, or serious 
misconduct, the Magistrate of Cuttack was empowered 
subject to the control of the Commissioner by Rule XV 
to suspend or dismiss all such suspicion or dismissal of 
the native officers of the corps being by Rule XVI. One 
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of the duties was directly assigned to the Commissioner 
himself. It was true that ‘Rule XIV authorised the magistrate of 
the district that any offender whether officer or soldier in 
service committed any oppression or serious misconduct 
against the ordinary police under his authority must be 
seriously dealt with. ‘In such cases of oppression or 
serious misconduct and for the sake of public justice, 
the offending parties should be tried by the Magistrate 
and on conviction should be sentenced to fine or 
imprisonment according to the law applicable to such 
cases.” At the same time it appeared very necessary 
that the officers and men of the Paik Corps should in al! 
cases of every kind be tried by the local magistrate within 
whose jurisdiction an offence was alleged to have been 
committed. If the offence was of a nature to require the 
punishment of tine or imprisonment, the magistrate 
should deal with the offender as he would do with the 
ordinary police under his authority. If on the other hand, 
he was of opinion that the party should be suspended or 
dismissed, a report to that effect with copy of the decision 
should be sent in regard to the native officers. It would 
be usually the Magistrate's duty to carry out his decision 
without entertaining scruples. In the event of a decision 
which did not satisty him, he might appeal to the 
Commissioner as was done in ordinary cases."”? 
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EPILOGUE 


"he Orissa Paik Company, in spite of its creditable 
performance for long 40 years, could not survive due to apathetic 
attitude of the Government of Bengal. In the beginning of 1859 
the British government thought of amalgamating the Paik 
Company with the new Police Battalion, its headquarters being 
raised at Cuttack. Finally, in March 1859 the Orissa Paik 
Company was abolished,! and styled as Police Battalion.? 


The men of the Paik Company were transferred to the 
new Police Battalion to remain under the sole contro! of its 
Commandant. As such the magistrates of Khurda and Balasore 
were no [onger empowered to exercise any authority over these 
men. Nor would they have any authority over these men who 
were transferred to the Police Battalion, in regards to pay, 
accounts and discipline. Of course, their power and authority 
as Magistrate in criminal cases remained as before.? Lt. A. Blunt, 
Commanding Officer of the late Orissa Paik Company, was 
appointed as such of the new Police Battalion at Cuttack. Among 
other changes made, the hospital of the old Orissa Paik 
Company, which was situated within the jail premises, was 
converted to a garden for the jail and the materials of the 
hospital were sold away in auction. The Paik Barracks along 
with the buildings were handed over to the Havildar Major of 
the Police Battalion.” 
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In April 1859 G.F. Cockburn, Commissioner of Cuttack, 
submitted the following proposal to the Government of Bengal 
for the transfer of the small body of Kandhmal Sebundies to 
the new Police Battalion at Cuttack. 


Sardar Rs.25/- 

Datfadars @ Rs.10/- = Rs.30/- 
Naiks @ Rs.7/- = Rs.21/- 
Naiks @ Rs.5/8 = Rs. 16/8 
Sepoys @ Rs.4/8 = Rs.216/- 
Native Doctor = Rs.20/- 
Dresser = Rs.3/- 

Mehenter = Rs.O0/-12 
Contingencies = Rs. 12/- 


_ 
a a 2 0) WwW WwW 


This was first agreed to by the inspector, who, however, 
subsequently directed the Commandant not to entertain them 
owing to the disapproval! of the Lt. Governor of Bengal. No 
reasons were assigned in the official communication. But the 
Commissioner of Cuttack understood from the Inspector that 
His Honour's opinion was based on the exceeding unhealthiness 
of the Kandhmals, which would render impracticable to keep a 
detachment there. But acclimated men would do. The men of 
the Police Battalion were to be exchangeable from one part of 
the country to the other. It might often be impossible to provide 
men of the kind required for service in the Kandhmal for the 
Police Battalion. No doubt, the tract of Kandhmal was unhealthy 
and fatal at certain seasons of the year to the men not 
acclimated to the climate.’ 


It was then introduced that the detachment in the hills 
should be no longer subject to periodical drills etc. The plan 
proposed was to withdraw them for a time to the headquarters 
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at Cuttack or to Russelkonda to be drilled for 3 months or so 
every year either by their own Commandant or by an officer at 
Russelkonda and reliefs sent out at the healthiest season 
to. take the duties in the Kandhmals temporarily. The 
Commissioner of Cuttack observed : 


“If it be decided upon that the Khondmal sebundies are 
not to be incorporated with the Police Battalion it will be 
necessary to increase the efficiency of the small corps 
and to prevent dissatisfaction and quarrelling,......... “6 


Cockburn further observed : 


“It will not answer to retain the Kondmal Sebundies on a 
low rate of pay as at present while their happier comrades 
in the Police Battalion do duty in the same place and of 
the same kind on a far higher rate and therefore the men 
of the latter must be wholly withdrawn from the 
Kandhmals unless the former are also included in the 
Police Battalion to retain any of the latter, will only cause 
heartburning for the consequences of which | could not 


be answerable." 


The Commissioner of Cuttack did not increase the pay of 
the Kandhmal! Corps except slightly in the case of its officers, if 
employed locally, but agreed that their numbers must on the 
withdrawal of the detachment of the Police Battalion be 
increased. The increase, moreover, could not exactly correspond 
with those withdrawn because of the reliefs and the new 
detachment sepoys had been subjected to drill etc. at the 
headquarters for some months previously. The commissioner 
also increased the number of bayonets from 78 to not less 
than 100, which would be exclusive otf officers, or to one 
Company according to the strength of the Companies given to 
the Police Battalion. Cockburn was of opinion that with 100 
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bayonets and one of the officers at Rasselkonda or in Cuttack, 
he could be able to arrange the drilling of men. One-fourth 
would always remain under drill so as in fact to have the whole 
under drill for 3 months of every year and on duty for the other.’ 


Whether it was possible to reduce the strength of the 
Cuttack Police Battalion from ten to nine companies so as to 
avoid extra expense consequent on the Kandhmal 
arrangements, was a matter for the consideration of 
government. The Commissioner of Cuttack expressed no 
opinion as its decision depended on the general nature and 
duties of the Police Force throughout Bengal. Earlier he had 
given his opinion that the number usually in th Kandhmal could 
not be reduced and it might be borne in mind that the headquarters 
of the tahsildar at Khajurpara was 16 days journey from Cuttack 
so that in the event of occurrences of disturbances among the 
Kandhs no reliefs could be sent up without great delay and a 
small party would not be able to hold its ground. A detachment 
of 75 men probably would do so under proper management. 
The Cmmissioner of Cuttack therefore, solicited early order of the 
Government of Bengal in this matter.® 


The Kandhmal Sebundies drew Rs.4/8 a month only, while 
the Sebundies of the Police Battalion recruited from the same 
tract serving in the very same place and doing exactly the same 
duties were drawing Rs.7/ - a month. While the difference in 
the pay of the Native Officers was still more striking, comparisons 
and discontent were certain to exist until the matter was finally 
arranged. The Commissioner of Cuttack submitted a tabular 
statement showing the proposed increase. In it he had mentioned 
the number of native officers of all grades and altered their 
names assimilating them to the numbers and names given to 
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the Companies of the Police Battalion although their pay 
differed.’° 


After the fina! dissolution of the Orissa Paik Company, 
G.F. Cockburn discharged the guards consisting of 1 Jamadar 
and 12 Barkandazes of the Commissioners’ Office. They were 
even relieved from the Police Battalion to find employment 
elsewhere. These men were Privates in the old ‘Orissa 
Provincial Battafion' and were transferred to the Commissioner's Office 
in 1829 after the abolition of the Provincial Battalion. All had 
served in this office upwards of 30 years and were not likely 
during their lifetime to be speedily, if at all, re-employed. The 
commissioner, therefore, recommended for a gratuity equal to 
six months’ pay to each of the 5 men only who had lost their 
situations for no fault of their own. They were fairly entitled to their 
reward. The total expenditure was Rs. 132/-.1! 


The new Police Battalion, better known as the 8th Bengal 
Police Battalion, was in general very much useful to the 
government. And the men of this battalion were soon engaged 
in suppressing rebellion and other disturbances that occurred 
in Sambalpur, Bamra and Gangpur during the years from 1859 
to 1862. 
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ROLL OF THE 4TH OR PAIK COMPANY OF THE CUTTACK 
LEGION TRANSFERRED TO THE CIVIL POWER. 
31ST DECEMBER, 1822 


NO. RANK AND NAME REMARKS 
1. Subadar On leave of absence for 6 months, 
Sebundees went in March from Province of 
Behar. 
Jamadars 


1. Salabat Khan 
2. Jagannath Delbehera 


Havildars 

1. Jameswar Singh 
Dannardan Singh 
Balbhadder Dhoran Behar 


Pay Havildar from Province of 


Swaroop Geer These men were promoted in 
5. Aujant Khan station orders of the 31st December, 
1822 
Naiks 
1. Goworah Dhorah 
Phaick Sardar 
Lingappah Dhorah 
Lingannah Dhora Wants his discharge from Province 
Puncha Guwallah of Behar 
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NO. 


Bugler 


1. 


10. 


15. 


Radheram 
Sepoys 
Shaick Baddollah 


Shaick Jahabag 


Shaick Dallo (Allee) 
Mansuir Khan 


Khuttoo Khan 
Guttee Singh 
Shaick Misslund 
Soojah Beg 
Sheick Munonwar 


Muckund Singh 
Balaram Dhorah 1st 
Batlram Dhorah 2nd 
Rommoonah 

Peer Mohomud 


Rasanauth Dhorah 
Shaick Panchoo 
Chenayah 
Raghoonath Dora ist 


Sepoys 


20. 


Kurnamah 
Gopeenauth Dhorah 


RANK AND NAME 


REMARKS 
From Province of Behar 


On leave of absence since 13th April, 
Obtained Leave for 1% months 
ଓ do 


On leave for 12 month from 
13th April 


Died on 29th April 
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NO RANK AND NAME REMARKS 


Linguanah Dhorah ist 
Pursuram Dhorah 
Leelkant Dhorah 


25. Latchman Dhoranh ist 
Juggurnauth Dhorah 
Bailajee Dhorah 
Balaram Dhora 3rd 
Luctman Dhorah 3rd 


30. Juggoobullear Sing 
Bundhoo Ranjea 
Narrain Doss 
Bulliah Dhorah 


35. Juggoo 
Luddoo Dhorah 
Seetaram 
Raghoonauth Dhorah 
Lutchmun 1st 


40. Jugahpanh ist 
Seetaram 
Guttee Sing 2nd 
Kissoon Sing 
Juggoo Ram 


45. Juggoo Sing 
Sowree Jennah 
Soourie Rauth 
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NO. RANK AND NAME REMARKS 


Kinnaie Rauth 
Kunnie Naick 


50. Mohun Sing 
Juggie Dorah 
Goolam Khan On Leave for 172 month from 
Goopea 13th April 
Luddoo Doss 


55. Dianudhee 
Lutchman 2nd 
Shaick Suddoollah 
Mehtab Khan 
Pearee Khan 


60. Ramnanh Paickra 


Balajee 

Dossrathee 

Kallia Sing On leave for 12 month from 
Gangadhar 13th April 


65. Lokenauth 
Beruino 
Lutchmun 3rd 
Pursotum Sing 


Rughoo Went on leave for 10 days in April, 
has not returned. 


70. Ukelmshomed On leave for 1% month from 
Beekaree Sing ist April 
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NO. RANK AND NAME REMARKS 


75. 


80. 


85. 


90. 
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Jugahpah 2nd 
Goolav Sing 
Bhugwan Sing 


Joyram Sing 
Puddell Sing 
Lingunnah Dhora 2nd 
Gopaul Sing 


Jayram Singh 2nd 
Kinnaram 

Soorat Sing 
Joyram Sing 3rd 
Sheikh Ally 


Bejaram Sing 
Sooklal Pattnaik 
Kessree Sing 
Pudlab 

Rughoo 2nd 


Bhagwan Sing 2nd 
Juggarnauth Pandey 
Beekaree Sing 
Bussnan 

Joyram 
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NO. AANK AND NAME REMARKS 
95. Raghoo Sing 
Lascar 
1. Khoosial Ram From Province of Behar 
Bhisty 


1. Shaick Goomun 


(Singed) Exd. W.H. Wake (Signed) AC Mcleod 
Lt. Adjt. Civil 


Captain, CgC Legion 
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APPENDIX - II 


Proposed Rules for the guidance of the officer appointed 
to superintend the discipline and details of the Paik 
Company in Cuttack: 


1. The Paik Company of the late Cuttack Legion will 
herea‘‘er be maintained as a local Police Corps, to be 
denominated the ‘Khoordah Police Paik Company’, which 
designation engraved on a metal plate shall be worn in 
front of their Caps or other conspicuous part of their dress 
but no other alteration shall be made in the present 
equipment, arms, or accoutrments of the Company, 
without the sanction of Government. 


2. The Officer appointed to the charge of the Company, is 

- to be considered a Civil Officer and in all matters 
connected with the disposal and employment of the 
Corps, as well as with the general superintendence of its 
details, will be guided by the orders he may receive from 
the Joint Magistrate of Khoordah, subject to the general 
controlling authority of the Commissioner. 


3. The Paik Company is ordinarily to be stationed at such 
place or places within the limits of the Jurisdiction of the 
Joint Magistrate of Khoordah as may be deemed by that 
Officer most conducive to the preservation of the peace 
and good order of his jurisdiction, but the Company wil! 
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be liable to be employed in any other part of the District 
of Cuttack under the orders of Government when it shall 
be deemed requisite for purposes of Police; and no extra 
pay will on that account be allowed. 


4. The pay and the allowances of the Superintending Officer, 
and of the native officers and men of the Company, and 
likewise any fixed allowance for the repair of arms, 
establishment etc. will be included in the monthly abstracts 
of the Magistrate of Cuttack and the amount there of will 
be payable to the Superintending Officer by the Deputy 
Collector of Khoordah. 


5. Any contingent expenses which may be necessary increased 
on account of the Paik Company, are to be charged in 
the contingent bill to be countersigned either by the Joint 
Magistrate, or by the Magistrate within the Local Limits 
of whose jurisdiction the Company may at the time be 
employed, and having been forwarded by such officer for 
the sanction and signature of the Commissioner, shall 
finally be transmitted with the Contingent Bill of the 
Magistrate and Joint Magistrate for audit. 


6. The Superintending Officer will be held responsible, that 
the Company is maintained on its full strength, that its 
equipments are complete, that it is kept in all points in a 
state of efficiency and good order, and that the native 
officers and men regularly receive the allowance to which 
they may be entitled and it will be the duty of that officer 
to furnish the Joint Magistrate monthly with an abstract 
return according to such form as shall be prescribed, 
showing the actual strength and disposition of the Company, 
the number of Sick, or individuals absent upon leave as 
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the number of vacancies occasioned by death, resignation 
or otherwise, during the month. 


7. The Superintending Officer will forward to the Joint 
Magistrate at Khoordah any of the native officers or men 
of the Company who may be temporarily rendered 
by sickness unfit for duty, in order that they may receive 
proper care and medica! treatment at the station of the 
Joint Magistrate. 


8. Leave of absence is not to be granted to any of the 
native officers or men of the Company exceeding the 
period of 10 days, without the previous sanction of the 
Joint Magistrate. In the event of any individual of the 
Company being desirous of obtaining his discharge, the 
circumstance is to be reported for the order of the Joint 
Magistrate, and no officer or men of the Company is to 
be dismissed or discharged without the sanction of the 
Joint Magistrate, confirmed (if an officer) by the 
Commissioner. 


9. Inthe event of a vacancy in the Company being occasioned 
by the death, resignation or dismissal of any native 
officer, the Superintending Officer will nominate through 
the Joint Magistrate for the approval of the Commissioner 
a fit person to supply such vacancy selecting in all such 
cases for promotion (if qualified) the person next on rank, 
or some individual of the Company who by any signal 
good conduct may appear to have established the best 
claim to such distinction and reward - but on the occurence of 
a vacancy by death, resignation or otherwise among the 
privates of the Company the Superintending Officer is 
authorised and required to supply such vacancy without 
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delay; no reference for the sanction of the Joint Magistrate 
being requisite for that purpose; but the individual to be 
appointed is to be of that class of persons of which the 
Company is composed, and the Joint Magistrate is in all 
‘cases vested with a discretionary power to direct the 
discharge of any Individual of the Company (not being a 
native officer) who may appear to be unfit for service, or 
not of the class of persons above noticed. 


* O.S.A., Board's Proceedings, Acc no.197 (Judl.), W. Blunt, 
Commissioner of Cuttack to W.B. Bayley, Chief Secretary to 
Government of Bengal, 12 May 1823 (enclsure.) 
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